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This document

This document is supplementary to the Generic, 36” Restricted, Marblehead and A Class class
specific study material documents.

Free Sailing Class Rules Supplement

The FSCRS document is peculiar in that its layout bears no relationship to the Standard Class Rules
format used by the class rules documents it refers to, or to any of the class rules of the other MYA
Adopted Classes.

The rules in the FSCRS that relate to administration, the sailor at an event, and the manufacturers,
are not placed in their usual Sections (A & B- C- D, E, F & G respectively).

The other major difference for Free Sailing class measurement is that certification of spinnakers is
not required. However, compliance with the class rules of these sails is required at an event and is
subject to equipment inspection using the same techniques used for certification control.

The FSCRS contains errors and omissions that would change the way in which FS racing takes place.
In order to preserve the past practice, changes to the FSCRS have been made by way of Standard
Sailing Instructions that apply at MYA events.

Free Sailing Standard Sailing Instructions — Changes to the FSCRS

A few of these affect certification of boats. Most affect the way in which equipment is used at an
event.

Links

The FS Standard Sailing Instructions can be found at this link.
Class rules and the certification control form can be found at this link.
Questions and Answers relating to certification of Free Sailing class boats can be found at this link.

Except where noted below it is taken that the class rules are un-noteworthy for the following
reasons:

e The class rule requires no further explanation
o Theclass rule is in line with normal ERS and SCR practices
e No class specific equipment is required to confirm compliance
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https://www.mya-uk.org.uk/kb/free-sailing-rules-and-documents/
https://www.mya-uk.org.uk/kb/free-sailing-rules-and-documents/
https://www.mya-uk.org.uk/questions-and-answers/

2. General for all FS classes

221 This is only relevant to the A Class
3. Differences from 36” CLASS rules
None
4. Differences from MARBLEHEAD class rules
443 Note that this rule is changed by the Sailing Instructions to read

The length of the spinnaker pole shall not exceed 375mm, measured as the largest
distance from the face of the mast (without fittings and rigging) to the attachment
point of the spinnaker tack to the spinnaker pole.

4.4.4 A cylinder of 20 mm internal diameter would not be very useful for regular testing
compliance with this rule as it would require fittings and rigging to be removed before
testing would be possible. The FS Boat, Rig and Sail Supplementary Certification Control
Form contains Note 1 intended to help measurers test compliance with this rule in a
practical way.

5. Differences from A CLASS rules

5.5.6 Note that this rule is changed by the Sailing Instructions to read

The length of the spinnaker pole shall not exceed “J”, measured as the largest distance
from the face of the mast (without fittings and rigging) to the attachment point of the
spinnaker tack to the spinnaker pole.

5.5.7 A cylinder of 25 mm internal diameter would not be very useful for regular testing
compliance with this rule as it would require fittings and rigging to be removed before
testing would be possible. The FS Boat, Rig and Sail Supplementary Certification Control
Form contains Note 1 intended to help measurers test compliance with this rule in a
practical way.

Note 1

It is unlikely it will be possible to test this without having a cylindrical tube of the prescribed internal
diameter and removal of the fittings and rigging from the spinnaker pole. However, a ring gauge of
appropriate internal diameter can be applied easily to test the cross section of the spinnaker pole
without fittings and rigging. A straight edge can be used to test the curvature of the spinnaker pole
without fittings and rigging. Where it seems likely the combination of curvature and cross section
will mean the spinnaker pole without fittings and rigging would not fit the prescribed cylinder, the
owner should remove the fittings and rigging and a suitable cylinder used to test compliance.
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Rules That Apply at an Event (usually known as Section C Rules)

Rules that apply at an event are placed in Section C of class rules that are written in the Standard
Class Rule format. The FSCRS does not use that format, hence the alternative title used on the
certification control form.

Certification of spinnakers is not required so the certification control form only contains questions
relevant to spinnakers under the heading Rules That Apply at an Event.

Dimensions of spinnakers are only controlled in the A Class.

It is not necessary to check compliance with Rules That Apply at an Event as part of certification
control.

The reason for this is that after certification of the boat the owners are free to amend the factors
that determine compliance with Rules That Apply at an Event without having to have the equipment
certified again. This saves them having to engage an official measurer each time they alter such
items.

Compliance with the Rules That Apply at an Event will be the concern of anyone acting as an
equipment inspector at an event where a failure to comply means the boat/equipment does not
pass equipment inspection. Thereafter a boat protested by another competitor under FSYRR 13
would be found to have infringed a class rule if it failed compliance with any of the FSCRS rules
including the relevant class rules and the Rules That Apply at an Event on the certification control
form.

There is no requirement for an equipment inspector at an event to be an official measurer but, if
they were not, it is expected that they would be guided by all the material intended to assist an
official measurer.

Although not part of certification control, as Rules That Apply at an Event only apply at an event, the
following notes are included here to assist with the process of checking that a boat is compliant to
allow Official Measurers to advise owners.
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36”, M and A Classes

254

2.5.9

Spinnakers are to have no more than three attachment points. It is assumed these are
the head, tack and clew but this is not specified.

Note that the 36” class rules do not restrict the sails used in any significant way. The ERS
define the tri-lateral spinnaker in a certain way, but a non-trilateral sail used like a
spinnaker would be permitted in this class.

This rule is apparently intended to minimise the extent a leeward boat can be an
obstruction to a windward boat.

When racing in very strong winds when very small spinnakers may be used it may be
necessary to use a shorter spinnaker pole to comply with this rule rather than attach
the tack further inboard on the pole.

Marblehead

4.4.2

A Class

554

5.5.5

5.5.3

C8.4

5.5.8

end

If in doubt about the height of the attachment point use the ERS method to determine
the height of the spinnaker hoist height — ERS F.2.3 (l).

Note that the ERS definition of the head point of a spinnaker is changed by FSCRS 5.5.2
to be the midpoint where the spinnaker is 30 mm wide.

Note that the ‘traditional’ method of checking the spinnaker widths i.e. folding the sail
in half and check the width is not appropriate. The method prescribed in the ERS G.7
has been the correct method since 1994.

Any means of projecting the attachment point forward of the line described, for
example by using a stiff wire hook, is not compliant.

Whereas genoas were permitted in FS A Class they are to be permitted no more. In the
absence of a definition of a genoa, this is the means by which the intention is achieved
at present.

Note that there is no restriction on the foot length of a headsail, only the half width is
controlled, so it remains possible to use a headsail with a foot far longer than J
providing the clew point is not set aft of the mast.

The purpose of marking spinnakers with the smallest J dimension with which they
comply (this can be found by recording the cross widths taken and entering them into
the certification software) is so that any spinnaker can be used on any boat with a J
dimension equal to or larger than the marked dimension.
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