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6 metre (A Class)

The historical information in 
the following article covers 
the development of the A class 
from 1923 and is taken from a 
piece entitled ‘Model Yachting 
History’ written by Norman 
Hatfi eld.

After the Great War international 
model yachting developed quite 
rapidly. In 1922, Bill Daniels made 
a single-handed challenge to the 
model yachtsmen of the United 
States. His challenge was accepted 
and, armed with his yacht Endeavour, 
he proceeded over there and was 
met and defeated by the celebrated 
American yacht Polka Dot and it was 
arranged that a return visit should be 
made by the Americans in the 
near future.  

YM 6 Metre and the One 
Hundred Guineas’ Cup

However at this point the 
proprietors of the ‘Yachting Monthly’ 
magazine took a hand in events. The 
Editor at that time was Major Malden 
Heckstall-Smith who had devised 
a new rating rule which he hoped 
would replace the International 6 
and 12 Metre Rules. In order to test 
his ideas and also fi rmly to establish 
international model yachting, ‘Yachting 
Monthly’ donated a Hundred Guinea 

cup to the MYA. The Rating Rule 
under which yachts were built to 
race for the Cup was known as the 
‘Yachting Monthly’ 6-Metre, because 
the rule was intended to produce 
yachts similar to the Six Metre but on 
a scale of 2 inches to the foot.

A challenge was made for the Cup 
in 1923 by the Royal Danish Yacht 
Club but their yacht was beaten by 
Daniels with his Invader. A second 
challenge by Denmark the following 
year met with the same fate, except 
that the winner was Daniels’ new 
yacht Crusader. In 1925, Joe Weaver 
from America challenged with 
his yacht Slipper but Daniels and 
Crusader were unbeatable and thus 
won the Cup outright.

1926 and the new 
YM Challenge Cup

In 1926, ‘Yachting Monthly’ 
presented a new perpetual Challenge 
Cup to the M.Y.A. and at Gosport, 
England, in 1927, the International 
Model Yacht Racing Association was 
formed. It adopted the Y.M.6-m 
Class as the International ‘A’ Class 
and the M.Y.A. Sailing Rules as the 
International Sailing Rules. The 
member countries were Belgium, 
France, Germany, Latvia, Norway, 
U.S.A. and Britain. However, it 
was replaced in 1936 by the new 

International Model Yacht Racing 
Union (I.M.Y.R.U.).

Meanwhile, in the years from 
1926 to the outbreak of the second 
World War, the ‘Y.M.Cup’ was won 
twelve times by England and twice 
by the Norwegian, Sam Berge. The 
U.S.A. were runners-up nine years in 
succession, their skippers being John 
Black, who made fi ve unsuccessful 
attempts to lift the Cup, Joe Weaver 
who made two attempts, Cox, Baron 
and Fred Pigeon one each.

After the War, an ‘All Nations’ 
race was held in 1948 at Gosport, 
with entries from Australia, Belgium, 
Denmark, France, Portugal, U.S.A., 
England, Wales, Scotland and N. 
Ireland. The result was a win for the 
U.S.A. by 73 years old Fred Pigeon 
and his mate, Bill Bithell, with Ranger. 
Denmark was second, England third.

After the racing, a meeting was 
held at which the I.M.Y.R.U. was 
re-constituted.

3,000 spectators 
watched the racing

The ‘Y.M.Cup’ competitions 
were re-commenced at Fleetwood, 
England, in 1949. Encouraged by 
their success the previous year, the 
Americans sent over Ranger again 
to challenge for the Cup, this time 
skippered by Bill Bithell with Ains 
Ballantyne as mate. The interest in 
the contest was great indeed and 
some three thousand spectators lined 
the banks to witness the U.S.A. win 
the Cup for the fi rst time. The result 
caused much excitement at the time 
and it was undoubtedly a shock for 
the English model yachtsmen and 
designers, who were obliged to take 
a long, hard look at their theories.
There was no challenge for the Cup 
in 1950 but, in 1951, the M.Y.A. raised 
suffi cient funds to send two of their 
best skippers, Walter Jones and 
Ronnie Jurd, to Boston to challenge.  
Fred Pigeon, who had designed 
Ranger, defended with Ainslie, a 
modifi ed version of Ranger and chose 
the same successful partnership of 
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Bithell and Ballantyne to race her. 
The English yacht Shalimar, put up a 
brave fi ght in light weather conditions, 
but she was no match for the 
American yacht and the Cup 
stayed in America.

There was no challenge in 1952 
but in 1953 Canada challenged 
at Berkeley, California and was 
soundly beaten by Whiff, sailed by 
L. Bourgeois of the Los Angeles 
M.Y.C.  In 1954, the holder of the Cup 
graciously returned it to the M.Y.A. 

and it has been competed for ever 
since. Apart from England, there have 
been wins by Belgium, Denmark, 
France, Germany and Holland.

Joining the Vintage 
Model Yacht Group

The Vintage Group is keen to 
promote free sailing events for the 
older yachts of which many survive, 
some in original condition and others 
in various states of repair. 

They currently hold 
events for the ‘A’ Class, 10 Rater, 
Marblehead and, new for this year, an 
event for the 6 metre. The promotion 
of these events has I believe helped 
the resurgence of Vane sailing in some 
of the major clubs around the country. 
There is a wealth of experience from 
some of the senior members, many 
of whom have been free sailing since 
they were in short trousers  (see 
Competitor Profi le:  Mike Harris, 
page 16) and are only too keen to 
share their knowledge if asked. If any 
members wish to dig out their older 
boats they would be most welcome 
to attend any of these Vintage/Classic 
events. Check the Vintage Group 
website at www.vmyg.org.uk

or contact the events secretary 
for details of the racing calendar and 
enjoy a friendly and alternative way to 
keep fi t. 

David Bell kindly sent us this extract 
from Norman Hatfi eld’s article together 
with photographs provided by Norman’s 
son on behalf of the Vintage Model 
Yacht Group

News in Brief

Restoration at its best. David Bell.

Robert Hobbs’ 
Retirement

The MYA had not had a Publicity 
Offi cer for about fi ve years before 
Robert Hobbs was persuaded to 
take it on. He fi nally stood down as 
Publicity Offi cer at the AGM in 2007, 
by which time his contribution to the 
development of the MYA had been 
immense, providing it with ideas 
and endless practical support. His 
role has included publicity material, 
involvement with the Dinghy Show 

at Alexandra Palace, promotion 
of Radio and Vane Sailing in clubs 
across the country and he has been a 
regular contributor to Acquaint (and 
is contributing to this issue). He has 
built links with the 

RYA and other associations which 
will stand the MYA in excellent 
stead. From November 2007 Nicola 
Pearson has taken over the role and 
we wish her every success.

Janet Harris and the 
MYA Shop

We would all like to thank Janet 
Harris for the absolutely sterling 
work that she has done in creating 
and managing the shop over many 
years. The remaining stock is for 
the moment being handled by our 
Publicity Offi cer, Nicola Pearson, 
who can be contacted at publicity-
offi cer-08@mya-uk.org.uk. However, 
we are looking for a new volunteer to 
take over.


