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We asked several members of the MYA how they saw the future of
model yachting in perbaps the next twenty -five to fifty years. Clearly
no one can predict the next century in these fast moving times - unless

we think of model yachting spreading through the Cosmos!

The MYA in the

Training role

Training and
MYA instructors

The MYA might play a fuller role

in training skippers, providing a
training curriculum as the RYA

now does for both adults and
youngsters. A training course for
instructors might be envisaged, so
that working at club level they might
start out by teaching basic techniques
—and encouraging a newcomer with a
Certificate afterwards! It is a system of
steps which works well in the ‘big boat’
world and might well adapt for model
yachting

Training Umpires
and Observers

Already the MYA it is preparing to work
with the RYA in training Umpires for
National and International events and
there are to be training workshops
managed by the RYA in September.
Umpiring at a National level needs

a good deal of previous experience.
Perhaps the MYA might extend its
programme to train Observers at a
local level with a view to creating a
pool of expertise from which to draw
umpires?

'The greater use of
video workshops...

The Association might increase

the number of annual workshops

by going on-line and using video
conferencing techniques which are
readily available to everyone now
through, for example, Skype. The
workshops which we have already
have proved invaluable and this way
they could be shared nationally.

We must not lose the craft skills.
Fortunately the curriculum helps us. This
youngster is using skills learned at school
to build his first boat at home.
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Training day at the Birkenhead Club
Picture: Damian Ackroyd

And in our schools...

Certainly the MYA is already extending
its role in the educational field through
Vic Bellerson. The aim is to preserve
the craft skills which will be needed for
the future. Here again an ‘educational’
design might be sponsored by the
MYA, and tailored to fit the craft
technology curriculum in use in our
schools. We should also have in mind
that modern youngsters learn to create
electronic circuitry very early in their
secondary years - here too is an area in
which might encourage youngsters to
design on-board circuitry.

As you would expect there were as many ideas about the future as there
were skippers but here are a few which surfaced and may provide food

This young woman is building on a ¢
ircuit board. Not yet twelve she is
perfectly competent with the components.

A championship for school children
then? Such a thing exists for dinghy
sailors and attracts large numbers.

New technology
playing its part

Fly-by-wire
We might see fly-by-wire techniques
applied to model yachts — the skipper
providing direction and tactical input
—the onboard computer managing
optimal sail setting and balance,
especially to windward. These
techniques are well understood from
the aircraft world and with miniaturised
sensors and the great advances
in battery power they are not as
improbable they would seem. These
technical advances might lead to the
design of boats which are inherently
unstable and can only be managed by
fly-by-wire — could this lead to a rash of
extreme designs?
The same thinking might apply

to free sailing craft — the computer
quietly ticking over as it gets input
from its sensors and sending the boat
right down the middle? The present

generation of vane skippers would

hate the idea - of course they would

— but what about the children of the
21st Century who grow up with this
sort of technology?
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Voice control might play a part
in the future, boats recognising our
commands and using this form of
control rather than the conventional
sticks. Keith Coxon tells us that
different kinds of control, including
breath control, are used by disabled
sailors and the technology might well
trickle down.

Race Management

How can we apply new technology to
race management? Perhaps cameras
on the windward mark — cameras at
critical down wind marks — and on the
starting line - relaying the images in
real time to a bank of screens on shore
managed by the third umpire — all very
familiar from cricket and tennis, and
providing instant images which are
beyond argument?

Clearly there would be problems
of maintaining direction so that the
cameras always caught the critical
angles but that seems to be readily
surmountable using fixed buoys.

On-going results broadcast to ‘big’
an onshore screens so that competitors
can check their positions during
and after each race - just the sort of
thing we see at cricket matches and
elsewhere. Couple these with a sensor
which is activated as the boat crosses
the finishing line — and the results are
automatically displayed as the race is
still in progress.

Those same sensors might record
the bumps and knocks flashing a signal
to the skipper. Or warning that the boat
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did actually hit that mark and a turn is
needed? But as Steve Poole remarked
— “l can see endless disputes about the
sensitivity settings for such sensors”.
He is right of course, but perhaps they
will come anyway?

Perhaps more importantly,
individual skippers could each have
their own miniature screen much as
the modern 2.4 does now, but adding
at the touch of a button a display the
positions of all the in-touch boats? It is
certain that the use of 2.4 technology is
becoming universal.

On line to fellow
competitors

Oh dear, you cannot be serious!
One skipper suggested that all the
competitors should be fitted with an
earpiece and microphone — an advance
on Blue Tooth perhaps. Calls would
then be intimate, shouting would
diminish, safe sailing would increase.
Yes, but think of all that muttering
that goes on under the breath — and
being recorded by the Race Officer!
It’s easy to see the funny side of such
a suggestion but it is one that might
have real merit in the management
of big events, by ensuring that calls
are heard in windy and difficult
conditions?

Will ‘yellow cards’
have a part to play?

‘Contact 36 and 47’ say the Observer
but nothing much happens! Time for a
yellow card do you think? Two strikes
and off you go? A daunting prospect
for the Observer or Umpire but in an
increasingly competitive world perhaps
it might come?

Seeing is believing

On board cameras are with us now.

| recently saw a camera fitted to

a Footy in an experimental way. It
demonstrated that the technology
works although clearly it needs a more
stable platform.

Where next
for design?

At this point there more questions than
answers. In many of our classes new
designs appear frequently. They are
driven by the need for extra speed,
sometimes in specific conditions - a
faster boat for light airs — and so forth.
In established classes the newer boats
are of course faster at National and
International level but

increases in speed have
been won in small increments — and by
the increasing expertise of international
skippers. Little is now produced as
radical as the Stollery wing mast of a
few years ago or the introduction of the
swing rig.

Perhaps the time has now come
for a new two-sail one design, to run
alongside the familiar One Metre
and 367

Replica Classes

Will nostalgia in the 2050s play a
bigger part? The vintage movement
is strong and increasing numbers of
classic boats are being restored -
and thankfully — sailed. Can we see a
greater role for replica classes?
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The future of

competition

Events on the
Olympic model

Has the time come for different formats
— Olympic formats, and time trials
for example?

The Finn Class sailed in the
Olympics for many years now, has
retained its popularity for several
reasons. At each Olympic games boats
are issued to the competitors by the
host nation ensuring the one design
nature of the hulls, although sails may
be brought in by the competitor. Is this
perhaps a way forward to encourage
newcomers to the sport since provides
an instant choice of hull but leaves
open the question of sail setting?

An increase in local
competition?

The cost of fuel is the big topic of the
moment. Certainly it will affect those
series which require long distance
travel in the short term, but what
about the future? Very often we accept
increased charges of this kind and
settle down to continuing as before

Angus Richardson

Silver tongued, intelligent,
enthusiastic, distinguished, generous,
indefatigable, controversial, stubborn,
argumentative, freethinking, strong
minded and naughty are all qualities
of the Llandudno ‘Viking’, who died on
Wednesday, 6th April 2011. The Footy
world has lost a real character, one
of its greatest supporters and most
influential generators of world-wide
enthusiasm for Footys, which he saw
as having such huge potential.
Although wheelchair-bound, Angus’
horizons were far from limited and his
brilliant mind earned him a living from
translating, linking him with clients
all over the world. How he became
interested in Footys is uncertain, but
as soon as he was aware of the activity
in the new universal Footy Class Rule
set up in 2005, he was hooked. In the
following year he took over the role of
Footy class registrar for the UK and
formed the basis of the Footy Class
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once the initial shock has worn off.
But we face uncertain conditions. This
may be the time for different formats.
Greater emphasis on local competition
may well be the way forward and

Peter Stollery talks about this in his
introduction on page 5

Time trials might play
a greater part

Using the Internet, the Footy class
enjoys international competition in the
form of time trials over a fixed distance.
Time trials of this kind might be run
nationally for IOMs and Marbleheads
for example, and the results recorded
on an ongoing basis through the MYA’s
website and through an International
site. This format might well appeal

in the future to skippers who are not
interested in competition sailing within
the RRS and prefer a day of sailing
with a personal competitive element.
Certainly our clubs are seeing new
members who greatly enjoy their sailing
but prefer not to be involved with

big fleets.

So to the future

So here are a few of the ideas
thrown up in conversation with
present day skippers. | have no

Association. Angus extended
this beyond the UK and with
the USA, New Zealand and a
few other interested countries
set up the Footy Charter to
regulate Class Association
activities world-wide, as
well as helping to set up the
official Footy Class website.
Thanks to his influence
Footys are now in over 20
countries and promise to be
sailed in many more.

Angus suffered poor health and
on several occasions was in hospital
where he received good treatment and
came back to do some more stirring,

pushing and cajoling in the Footy world.

He was incredibly generous including
paying travel expenses to those that he
wanted to attend big Footy events. For
this 58th birthday last year he invited
his Footy friends and family to a party
at his Wrexham care home, with a little

doubt there will be many more, some
of them sensible and others as zany as
some mentioned here. The fact remains
that we must look to the future and
embrace as much of the technology

as we can sensibly, without losing that
magical touch which is an instinct for
the vagaries of the wind and an eye to a
perfectly setting sail.

Charles Smith. Editor

“100 Years of Model yachting and
The Model yachting Association
1911-2011”

Written by and available from Graham
Reeves. Tel: 07799 416274.

sailing at a lake close by. He enjoyed
the party and the attention from those
who travelled from all over the country
and particularly from his American
friend Bill Hagerup, who flew over
especially for the weekend.

He was a great character and will
be sadly missed by his many friends all
over the world.

Roger Stollery
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