Weed of many kinds!

MYA members sail on some 96 ponds
across the country and many of them
have had unusual difficulties with weed
in recent years. In some cases the
problem is attributable to nitrate run off,
in others to bird droppings or excessive
bird feeding, to unusually low water
levels or to fresh water incursion into
what has always been a brackish pond.
It is clear that there is no single cause,
and that the ‘weed’ problem may be
from algal blooms, from unusual growth
of native plant species, or from attack
by invasive alien plant species.

We have put together here a useful
source of assistance from a number of
bodies recognised in the field. We have
also visited Hampton Court sailing club
where Secretary Laurie Bower has put
together an excellent case study.

WARNING lt is vital that any plan to
treat your sailing water is first checked
with the appropriate body responsible
for the water, and with other interested
bodies, particularly if the water is, for
example, adjacent to an SSI. It can
be that chemical treatments or Barley
straw are banned for different reasons
in your area, so getting everyone on
side at the start is crucial.

The Centre for Ecology and
Hydrology (CEH)

Contact the CEH at their Wallington
Office on 01491 838800
www.ceh.ac.uk

Quote “The Aquatic Plant Management
(APM) group ... provides research-
based advice and information on
aquatic and riparian weed control for
UK Regulatory Authorities” The APM
group of CEH, which is run by Dr
Jonathan Newman, publishes a number
of Information Sheets which can be
downloaded as .pdfs free of charge.
Those concerned with the management
of water plants include:

Control of Algae with Barley Straw.
Chemical Control of Algae.

Also there are descriptions of over
twenty individual species include Azolla
and Duckweed.

A short cut to the full list may be

found at www.nerc-wallingford.ac.uk/
research/capm/pdf%20files

APM also published three important
documents which may be read on line:
Aquatic Weed Control Operation: Best
Practice Guidelines.

Guidance for the Control of invasive
plants in and near fresh water.

Aquatic Plant Management Work Plan.
We recommend that you look at all of
these before embarking on

water treatment.

Natural England
www.naturalengland.org.uk

Tel:0845 600 3078

Quote “Natural England is the
Government’s advisor on the natural
environment” Natural England is an
authoritative body concerned with
conservation in the UK and in our
context particularly with the invasion
of alien species. They have a helpful
and practical Information Service
and a number of publications. Speak
to Chris Mainstone, who can be
contacted by telephone at 0300 060
0956 and by email at chrismainstone@
naturalengland.org.

The Environment Agency (EA)
www.environment-agency.gov.uk

The EA is largely concerned with

the management of water courses
including the Thames, and Medway.
However they have a large number

of publications dealing with the
management of invasive species, and
with the management of waters for
fishing. Much of this may be found

by clicking on the site and entering
‘invasive’ in the search box or ‘using
herbicides’. The material on the use of
herbicides is particularly important and
includes Guidelines, a form requesting
permission to use them.

The Pond Conservation Trust
www.pondconservation.org.uk

Quote “Pond Conservation is the
national charity dedicated to creating
and protecting ponds and the wildlife
they support.” The PCT does not
publish printed material but their web
site has an Advice Section which
covers topics which include, for
example, Avoid Introducing non native
plants...

which in turn provides links to
descriptions of nine of the commonest
of the water weeds and provides further
links to publications dealing with their
management.

After sonic treatment at Hampton Court
algae floats at one end of the pond and is
easily raked ashore leaving the sailing area
free, as you can see. Photo: Charles Smith

'The Hampton

Court case study

At Hampton Court Secretary Laurie
Bower has done much research into
the problems both of algal bloom and
of the growth of water plants. He has
kindly prepared an in depth set of notes
which may now be found on the MYA
Knowledge Base at www.mya-uk.org.
uk and include links to several suppliers
of weed control equipment and sources
of plant identification. Hampton Court
had been hit by a double whammy, first
with algal bloom and when that was
dealt with, by the subsequent growth

of water plants. They used two control
methods. They installed a sonic system
which was highly effective in controlling
algae but does require mains power
available on site and was expensive.
Once the algae had surfaced and been
raked away, the subsequent plant
growth was cut back using a manual
chain scythe which again proved highly
effective. The scythe consists of a
number of toothed units joined into a
chain and manhandled by teams at
both sides of the pond. “Yes, it was
hard work,” Laurie said, “ but certainly
it was effective.”

Our many thanks to Laurie Bower and the
Hampton Court Club.
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