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Swallow, An Early 10-rater

Swallow is the earliest 10-rater 
in my collection. 1887.  She 
was bought at auction and we 
have no provenance, but she is 
a good deal later than 1887 the 
year the Length and Sail Area 
Rule came into use for full size 
yachts, robably around the late 
1890s or early 1900s. By this 
date modellers, like full size 
designers, had taken account of 
Froude’s work on skin friction 
and were seeking to cut away 
the hull as far as possible. This 
posed problems for modellers, 
because, without an on-board 
steersman, they needed a boat 
that would track straight even 
in variable gusts. Before the 
development of balanced hull 
designs methods by Bill Daniels 
in the early years of the 20th 
century, the best solution 
they could come up with was 
the twin fi n, of which S is an 
example.

This is a small boat for a 
10-rater, only 47 inches long and a 
displacement of 12 or 13 pounds. 
Though so small and carrying a 
relatively large sail area of just over 
1000 square inches Swallow rates 
considerably less that 10, something 
in the region of 7. She is not small 
enough to be a 5-rater and, as there 
were no 7-raters, she must have been 
intended as a 10.

A Vintage Note 
by Russell Potts

Swallow has a 
pure canoe body

The hull, which is carved from a 
single piece of pine, is a pure canoe 
body. The fi n of sheet brass provides 
lateral area at the fore and aft ends of 
the lwl, but is cut away in the centre 
to reduce the wetted area. There 
is no steering gear of any sort but 
Swallow will beat and reach easily 
and can be made to run downwind 
in light conditions. I haven’t had the 

opportunity to try to run in a blow, 
but I think that it would be diffi cult.

The spars are original and I think 
that the sails may well be. They are 
certainly of considerable age and 
made of a fairly heavy cotton material 
which is defi nitely not Union Silk, 
which was the sail material of choice 
from before the date of this boat.  
The extreme simplicity of the deck 
layout has been preserved in the 
restoration. Apart from making good 
the failure of the waterproofi ng round 

the keel tubes, replacing 
the sheet horses and 
adding a drain bung in the 
deck aft, the work was 
entirely cosmetic
Russell Potts

The Vintage Model Yacht Group

Those of you who have an interest in vintage craft 
of all kinds including “toy” yachts, might wish to 
join the Vintage Model Yacht Group which has 
a number of events for these craft each year.     
The Group produces an excellent Magazine – 
“The Turning Pole” and runs its own web site 
which  includes  pages dedicating to identifying 
vintage craft; go to www.vmyg.org.uk  Much of 
the competition in Vintage Classes will interest 
vane sailors  - skippers of vane As for example, 
and there will be a special round up of vintage 

vane activities in our next issue of Acquaint.  
(Incidentally the Rules for Free sailing are to be 
found as a .pdf fi le on the VMYG website. Ed.)

In the meantime there remain two meetings this year - 
an R10R open meeting (and party)  hosted by the MYSA 
on the Round Pond in Kensington Gardens on December 
the 14th, and a cheerful all-comers open day (bring the 
children and their models) on the 27th of December at the 
Rick Pond, Hampton Court. Details of all of these events 
may be found on the VMYG web site.

An example of an early vane gear


