Eight Vane 365 come fo
the line together at Gosport, Paul Edwards
officiating. Photo: Charles Smith.

A race for Vane 36s was held at
Gosport in November 2011 in memory
of Mick Thomas who had sadly died
earlier in the year. Mick was a superb
model maker, a stalwart of the Gosport
Club, and much liked by everyone.
He was also a great vane skipper so a
vane competition seemed entirely right.
All in together

However it was an unusual event.
Whilst the ‘up and down’ format was
retained, all the boats were launched
together, eight boats coming to the
start line at the same
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An unusual event

The Mick Thomas Memorial Shield- an unusual event

time, and at the end
of each race the
winning skipper
moved down to
leeward, everyone
else moving up
one.

The contact
rules were waived
for this one event
and there were no
re-sails. Perhaps
surprisingly,
there was much

less contact

than everyone

expected, despite
a brisk wind. Whilst
competition was keen, there was
a good deal of friendly joshing and
laughter rang down the lake side.

The shield, commissioned by Andy
Fernie especially for the event, was
beautifully carved from oak by Ray
Hersee. Since it was specified that
the Shield should be presented to the
skipper who came in the middle of the
fleet, it was entirely appropriate that
Andy, who was Mick’s close friend and
neighbour, and sailing Mick’s old boat
(No 94), should win it. Mick’s boat had
been out of the water for some time,
but it performed splendidly on the day!
This boat has a slightly curious history,
no one being quite sure who built her.
However, a little research with Graham
Reeves suggested that 94
was a Jédegermeister design
by Martin Dovey, for which
the mould eventually went
to the United States. (Martin
later told me that he named
his designs after German

beers at that time. Ed.)

Seven under way on the

windward leg: Mick Thomas’s
boat No 94, sailed by Andy
Fernie, out in the lead. One
chose the other tack. Photo:
Charles Smith

Dena Thomas presents the Thomas Memorial
Trophy for the first time,
to Andy Fernie

The final
results were:

1st John Smith, 2nd Jackie Cook,
3rd shared between Mike Dann and
Chris Durant, 5th Andy Fernie, sailing
Mike’s boat, 6th (29) Julie Lawley, 7th
(97) Bruce Prowle, and 8th (99) Eric
Thomas. Race officer Paul Edwards.

John Smith’s No 14 beating as the wind drops
light. John was overall points winner on the
day. Photo: Charles Smith
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