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What a fantastic radio sailing 
event; a record 40 races, 
baffling winds, slamming gusts, 
high speed offwind legs right 
on the edge, incredibly close 
finishes and high drama right up 
to the end!  Birkenhead MYC 
were hosts to 19 entries from 
10 clubs at their lake in Gautby 
Road. A cold mid summer 
day with heavy rain greeted 
competitiors, but the warm 
welcome in the club house 
made up for this and the rain 
soon passed over. 

Saturday
A 6-8mph SE breeze from the 

clubhouse end with occasional sharp 
gusts up to 15mph blew straight 
down the lake giving an ideal beating 
and running course in the biggest ‘A’ 
rigs. Offwind there was plenty of fast 
planing with the odd rudder showing 
at times and the occasional capsize! 

PRO Jeff Hill set a cracking pace 
for the racing..  Andrea Roberts sailing 
her pink world-beating ‘Starkers’ 
showed that she had not lost her 
touch and won the Race 1 easily and 
would have won the second but for a 
plastic bag which slowed her to allow 
Roger Stollery’s ‘Crazy Tube’ to win. 
Andrea’s form looked unbeatable as 
she took Race 3 and from then was 
only out of the top 3 in 5 races. John 
Cleave sailing the German ‘Skalpel’ 
won Race 4 and 7, with reigning 
Champion Peter Stollery winning 
Race 5.  

At this point 22 year old Rob 
Walsh arrived and went on to win 
the first of many races. The next 3 
races were a Roberts family benefit 

with World Champion Martin winning 
Races 8 and 9 and Andrea, Races 10 
and 12, with Roger Stollery winning 
Race 11. Races 13 and 14 were won 
by Peter and Martin respectively with 
local skipper, Colin Smith winning 
Race 15. Rob Walsh had a second 
win in Race 16 before Peter Stollery 
dominated the next 4 races.  At the 
end of the day Andrea was leading.

Sunday
The 50mph SW winds blew down 

trees in the vicinity, but the lake is in 
the lee of nearby terrace houses and 
so we had less than half that wind 
speed, averaging around 12mph. 
However it was incredibly variable 
with massive slamming gusts followed 
by no wind at all ! B or C full area rigs 
coped with a basically close and broad 
reaching course that could become, 
instantly, a beating and running 
course. Both ways the Marbleheads’ 
speed made it great fun,  planing 
absolutely flat out  offwind, and 
driven bows under in the gusts.

Peter Stollery now won 2 races, 
John Cleave, Mark Dennis and Martin 
Roberts one each, along with a rare 
win for Vernon Appleton with his 
Italian made ‘Monarch’. However Rob 
Walsh with his yellow ‘Starkers’ put 
up an astonishing performance to win 
14 of the 20 races. Tension built up 
to a climax as there was some doubt 
whether there was time to start the 
40th race within the racing time. With 
seconds to spare this was achieved 
and it ensured that Rob was able to 
discard the last DNC score  
to become the youngest ever 
and very worthy winner of this 
Championship.   

Results:

1st Rob Walsh (Sail number 25) 
Fleetwood ‘Starkers’ 103 points,  

2nd Peter Stollery 39 Guildford 
‘Crazy Tube Too’ 110,  

3rd Andrea Roberts 55 Birkenhead 
‘Starkers’ 141,  

4th Martin Roberts 71 Birkenhead 
‘Starkers’ 156,  

5th John Cleave 44 Ryde ‘Skalpel’ 162,  
6th Chris Elliott 74 Birkenhead 
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Radio Marblehead National Championship 
- Birkenhead

International Micro 
Magic Champs

Seven UK sailors qualified for the 
International Micro Magic Championship, 
held this year at Roses in Catalunya, 
Spain. Limited to 51 boats, the UK team 
were joined by sailors from GER, NED, FRA, 
DEN, BEL, ESP, POR, SUI, SWE, CAN  
and AUS. 

As usual the racing was tight at the front, hectic in 
the middle and relaxed at the back. However it was 
always fun and friendly with no protests and using 
Micro Magic’s own uncomplicated sailing rules. A 
total of 11 races were held in the Mediterranean sun, 
with variable winds from F1 to F4.  The winner, a SB3 
sailor, was Steven Oosterheert (NED88) 2nd  was 
current UK RC Laser Champion, John Tushingham 
(GBR51) 3rd  was Spanish FD maestro, Gines 
Romero (ESP74).  For the 2nd year in a row the 
UK won the team event with Holland in 2nd and 
the German team in 3rd. Next year’s International 
Championship will be held at Vilamoura in southern 
Portugal.  For more information and full results see 
www.magicmicro.org or www.micromagic.
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