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The Radio ‘A’ Class 2008

Robert Hobbs reviews modern
designs in the Radio ‘A’ Class

The Radio ‘A’ Class has its
origins in the ‘A’ Class rule
which commenced in 1922.
Early radio control equipment
was very heavy at that time
and the only class which could
cope with the weight was the
‘A’, which was duly christened
the Q Class or 15 Rater for a
short period, around the late
50s/early 60s. The true Radio
‘A’ started with the advent of
the reliable, lightweight, readily
available, low cost RC sets
which today we all take

for granted.

A fleet, perhaps as many as 20
of these magnificent yachts is an
awesome sight and remains in the
memory for a long time. Certainly
the experience of sailing a yacht
that is typically 2 metres (6ft 6”)
long, 2.5 metres (8'2") high and
weighing between 14 and 20kg is an
experience never to be forgotten.

Today the Radio ‘A’ Class is sailed
at MYA Clubs in Greenock, Ashton
Quays, Birkenhead, Fleetwood,
Keighley, Birmingham, Bournville,

Burghfield, Gosport, Hampton

Court, Swanley, Woking, Poole and
Woodsprings. Clubs are always
pleased to welcome interested
visitors, and may well let you have a
go. Once tried, you to will be smitten
with the desire to own and sail one of
these elegant yachts. After all a thing
of beauty is a joy forever, and believe
me these yachts are beautiful.

So what is
available today?

Within certain limits, designers
of RA's have a fair amount of
freedom. Among those current,
Graham Bantock designed Sword
for the RA World Championships at
Gosport, and duly won with it. He
also provides plans for the Privateer
which can be built plank on frame.
Dave Creed is continuing his moulding
and design work and will shortly be
introducing and producing the Quake.
Martin Dovey is working on the
Martini and a new lightweight Vane
hull. David Hollom has his Hardtack
which has been very successful in
Derek Priestley’s hands. David Munro

An A-Class start featuring No 35 ‘Venom’ with Graham Bantock’s No 95 ‘Sword’ up to windward

is championing and promoting the
Venom, a lightweight design imported
from Australia. Neil Rothwell, of Argo
fame, has moved on via Rapide to a
new Mark Dicks design called Outlaw.
John Simpson has produced a new
lightweight RA called Lightening and is
also working on a new slightly heavier
design called Maxim. Roger Stollery
has tweaked his Robo design to
produce Robo Nell, which has been
seen recently in both conventional
and uni rigs. Last but not least Peter
Wiles, long time champion of the RA
fleet, is now promoting version 9 of
his very successful Sweet.

The tendency towards
lighter weight

Many of these designs tend
towards the lighter weight with
water lines around 1270mm (50ins),
shorter overhangs and sail areas in
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No 77 ‘Sword’ by Phil Playle, sailed by Ken Binks

‘Hard Tack’by David Hollom

‘Lightening’ by John Simpson

An overhead view of ‘Hard Tack’

with its unusual keel configuration

Peter Wiles’ No 92 ‘Sweet’ followed by 77 ‘Sword’ and 96 ‘Sweet’
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the region of 1.05 m? (1630sq ins).
These parameters produce a highly
manoeuvrable yacht, with easier
handling on land and splendid tacking
on the water. Modern RA's accelerate
very quickly, which is becoming
extremely important in competitive
fleet racing once the buoy is rounded.
Interest in the RA both from skippers
and designers has resulted in an
impressive choice of hulls and when
one links this to the range of sall
makers and fitting suppliers it is not
surprising that this Class is becoming
more popular. Over the last 10 years
Gosport, for example, has expanded
its RA fleet from 8 to 39 and the
Vane fleet has grown to 20 yachts.
The RA Nationals will be held in
Scotland this year which has certainly

P,

stimulated a greater interest in the
northern RA fleets than has been
seen for some time. In just 4 years
(2022) the ‘A’ Class will celebrate
its centenary. Who knows what
delights are in store for us at that
year's Nationals? How splendid it
would be if we could muster a World
Championship for the ‘A’ and the ‘RA
- what a 10 day festival that would be!
Dare | suggest it be held at Gosport,
the home of so many ‘A’ Class yachts?
Robert's history of the ‘A" Class ‘100
International ‘A’ Class Yachts' is available
from Bumble Publications
Tel 02380 255896.

Robert Hobbs
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