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|OM Nationals 2008

Graham Bantock wins again!
Reports Peter Stollery

IOM National Championship
held at Poole Radio Yacht Club

3rd, 4th and 5th May 08
Graham Bantock has added yet
another MYA National Championship

title to his already large collection by
winning this year's IOM Nationals at
Poole. Sailing a slight variant of the
Topiko design, a Topikante, Graham
coped best with the testing conditions
over the three days to keep the rest
of the competition at bay.

51 Competitors
from 31 clubs

The event began at 9.45am on the
Saturday morning with Race Officer
Peter Wiles delivering an
excellent briefing to the
57 competitors who had
entered from 3| different
clubs which included 4
Croatians, 2 Germans and a
Maltese. There were also 4
UK resident South Africans
who were representing MYA
clubs so the event definitely
had an international flavour
to it. The Croatians have
developed into a very strong
force in radio sailing over the
last 4 years, building their
own boats to Sailsetc...
designs and putting in plenty
of practice to improve the
performance of their young
skippers. Concentrating
on developing the performance of a
group of young skippers, preparing
their own boats and putting in
meaningful practice and trialling is
something that the UK skippers will
have to give some consideration
to if the Brits are to continue the
good showing that they have had at
international IOM events over the last
10 years.

Day | Fickle Conditions
Conditions on day | put racing on
the larger boating lake away from the
clubhouse so that a course could be
set to suit the south easterly wind

that gradually built to the top end

of No. | rig by lunch time. A few
skippers opted for rig 2 but although
a few nose dives were evident in
most heats the majority stayed in rig
I all day as this was better suited to
the more fickle conditions near the
windward mark.

Racing was sailed in 4 heats with
the opening seeding races being
won by Zvonko Jelacic (CRO),
Graham Elliott (Birkenhead), Mario
Skrlj (CRO) and John Tushingham
(Keighley) respectively. Graham
Bantock (Chelmsford) finished 2nd
in his seeding race behind Jelacic
before hurriedly adding the IOM
insignia to his sails, proving that
even the very best make mistakes.

Graham Bantock’s winning boat
Picture: Mike Millard

Defending champion Martin Roberts
(Birkenhead) did not get off to a
good start. Returning to a modified
Gadget (the Gadget+1) following his
success with the Widget last yean,
Roberts suffered winch failure which

left him to begin race 2 in heat D. The

rest of the top UK skippers all had
reasonable seeding races although
Peter Stollery (Guildford) was lucky
to escape with a 3rd place after a
terrible start and two sets of penalty
turns.

Due to the wind blowing slightly
offshore the leeward mark had
attracted a few collisions that were

caused by poor visibility and so, in
the increasing wind strength, Peter
Wiles decided to introduce a leeward
gate to help reduce the incidents.
This worked well and also gave the
skippers something to think about
down the run; do | go to the left or
the right side of the course? In race
2, heat A Bantock made the correct
decision by rounding the
outer leeward mark, spotting
that the wind had shifted
slightly to give a better port
lift and gaining 8 places up
the second beat. Back in
contention with the leaders
by the windward mark he
went on to win a race that
he looked certain to be
relegated from after the
first beat. This race typified
Bantock's weekend as he
continually seemed to be in
the right place at the right
time where most others
were left scratching their
heads.

However, the remaining
3 races of the day did not
all go Bantock's way and it was
Graham Elliott who was enjoying
the limit rig | conditions best, sailing
a brand new Elliott Yachts Widget.
Immaculately finished and trying a
different fin, Elliott racked up two
firsts, a second and a fifth to lead the
field at the end of day I. Skrlj (CRO)
also had a good day as did those
sailing Lintels. Tushingham, Potter
(Birkenhead), Spence (Chelmsford)
and Cooper (Gosport) all had good
results during the day in which the
limit rig conditions again showed
off the windward power of the
design. Stollery and Trevor Binks
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(Eastbourne) ended the day in a
bizarre entanglement at the leeward
mark, with neither of them having
any real idea of how it had happened,
other than it may have had something
to do with Potter! The entanglement
sank both of them to B heat after
unimpressive days for both of them.

Poole RYC laid on a fish and chip
supper at the clubhouse after sailing
during which the tricky conditions
were discussed at length by skippers
trying to find out where they should
have been starting and how it was
best to get up the first beat.

Day 2

Day 2 dawned with the wind in
the same direction but not quite
as strong. The gusts did begin to
build again during practice but then,
just as practice was coming to an
end, the wind died and swung 180
degrees in less than a minute. By the
start of race 6 the wind had settled
back to the south east but with less
weight behind it. The fickle nature
of the wind continued all day with
the predominant light south easterly
interrupted by lulls and brief puffs
from the west. This led to some
confusion as races of two laps in
length were often ended on a run
even though the start in that direction
had been a beat. The confusing wind
wasn't helped in the afternoon by
showers of rain which became more

an erratic set of results which had
included a DSQ in race 3. Whilst a
lot of the top contenders struggled
in this race, it was the turning point
for Simon Clarke (Cotswold) who
finished 2nd. His subsequent results
didn't match this but all were better
than his previous 5 heat races allowing
him to rise up the leaderboard and
take home the Novice Trophy for
the highest placed skipper not to
have won an MYA Nationals or the
Vulturesoft Novice Trophy before.
Race 8 was won by Skrlj who
had now taken the overall lead from
Bantock. Elliott was consistent but
was scoring too heavily to stay in
touch with the
leading two
whilst Roberts
was slowly
making amends
for his poor
start, although
his results were
nothing special
by his own high
standards, with
only 2 results
better than 4th
and no race
wins during the
weekend.

General view of the club house
Picture: Mike Millard

Bantock took his 4th race win of the
championship in race 9 with Potter
gaining a rare high placing in light airs
to finish 2nd. Skrlj undid the good
work done by the previous race

win by finishing 8th to leave things
tight going in to the final race of the
day. This was won by Mark Dennis
(Chelmsford) whose Italiko has to

be one of the fastest boats in light
airs. But for a little more consistency,
Dennis could have finished higher
than his eventual 9th as his results
included a first, 2 seconds, a third and
2 fourths, a set of results from 5 races
that only Bantock and Skrlj could
better. The Race Officer managed to
complete heats D, C and B of race 1
before the 6pm cut off arrived leaving
A heat to be first on the water for
Monday morning.

persistent until finally the sun broke Ist  Graham Bantock  Chelmsford Topikante  46pts
through at about 4.30pm. 2nd Mario Skrlj Croatia Topiko Slpts
Bantock started the day as he had 3rd  Graham Elliott Birkenhead ~ Widget 55pts
endedlthe first with awin, leading 4th Peter Stollery Guildford Isotonic 64pts
home in front of Skrlj and Marco 5th Martin Roberts Birkenhead Gadget+| 74pts
Zlatl]i (,Cﬁ(j)BWdhoI:] aftjr ? E:,akex first 6th Marco Matic Croatia Topiko /9pts
&, TSt (,a ordaneado ottin 7th Ante Kovacevic Croatia Picante 89pts
4th. Matic's rise up the leader board . . .
. . N 8th Zvonko Jelacic Croatia Topiko 97pts
continued after this race, only failing 9th Mark Denni Chelmsford ttali 1000t
to finish in the top 6 in 3 of the last ar envms 'e msior §1|<o Pt
. 10th John Tushingham Keighley Lintel [épts
8 races. Race 7 was won by Jelacic : :
whose normally excellent form [5th Simon Clarke Cotswold L}/nx No‘wce Trophy
seemed to have deserted him with 44th Greg King Oxford Isis Junior Trophy
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Pictures and videos of the event taken by Mike Millard can be viewed at the following website:

www.flickr.com/photos/swiftly/sets/

And so to Day 3

Despite the sunny end to Sunday
and the weather forecast predicting
warm temperatures for Monday,
Poole was unfortunate to be trapped
right on the edge of the weather
system that brought rain and drizzle
to much of the south west. The damp
weather did, at least initially, seem
to have swung the wind round more
to the east which could provide a
truer beat with more readable and
reliable wind shifts. However, the
wind was not that kind and, although
the shifts were easier to read when
the wind was there in the morning,
it often died away to nothing and
gradually swung more to the north
until eventually the Race Officer was
forced to move the racing back to the
traditional model yacht lake inside the
catwalk for race 4.

Races |1, 12, and |13 were nervy
affairs for the contenders at the
top with Bantock, Skrlj and Elliott
all scoring between 5th and 10th
in the 3 races . The only exception
was Elliott who did manage a second
in race |l. Part of the reason for
the higher scores was that Stollery,
Roberts, Matic and Ante Kovacevic
(CRO) all had good results in one
or other of these races, Matic
winning race |1, Kovacevic race 12

and Stollery race |3. There was also
a few seconds, thirds and fourths
amongst these 4 skippers and this
tightened the leaderboard up going
into race 4. At the top, Bantock

had a lead of 4 points over Skrlj who
was in turn just 2 points ahead of
Elliott. Sailing on the other lake with
a much longer beat than had been
possible earlier in the day, the racing
felt much more ‘reliable’” with places
changing thoughout the fleet much
less dramatically than previously.
Stollery led the race until the final
beat where Kovacevic passed to get
his second win with Bantock and Skrlj
sailing round the course together to
finish 5th and 6th respectively. Elliott’s
challenge effectively ended here with
a disappointing 8th.

Down tothe final race?
So it would all come down to
the final race. Or would it? Heat D
started at about 2.50pm in good
time before the cut off for starting a
new race at 3.30pm. C heat followed
but it was during B heat that the
race committee realised they had a
problem, as the sailing instructions
only gave until 4pm to complete the
final race. In an attempt to save the
last race the Race Officer shortened
the A heat course and got things

going at 3.5pm but despite Stollery
winning the race at 3.58pm, 4 boats
in the heat were unable to complete
the course quickly enough and so,
alas, the Race Officer was left with no
alternative but to abandon the final
race. His strictness was necessary

as the legality of the race could

have affected the overall winner.
Fortunately as it happened, even if the
results of race |5 had stood the top 4
positions would not have altered, so
everyone took the decision in

good spirits.

Graham Bantock was presented
with the trophy by Poole Park'’s
Leisure manager as a deserved
winner along with engraved glasses
for all of the top ten skippers. Poole
RYC mugs were presented to the
overseas competitors and Greg King
(Oxford) received the Junior Trophy
for the first time having beaten
Phillip Wiles (Poole) and Ben Martin
(Woodspring).

Poole RYC put in a lot of effort
to run this event and they are to be
congratulated on running an efficient
and friendly championship in
every department.

Peter Stollery




