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Race Reports

The Barbados Sailing Association hosted the 
2009 Championships on the 21-28th June and the 
event was sea sailed in Carlisle Bay.  66 boats took 
part split into 5 heats, providing welcome cool 
off intervals for skippers since the temperatures 
were running at 30° plus with high humidity.  
However, there was a good breeze from the 
east which led to skippers choosing mostly 
A and B rigs.

PRO Jeff Byerley set a standard windward/leeward 
course with an offset mark, and from the second day also 
provided two leeward gates.  The fi rst seeding rounds 
saw Robbie Walsh and Dave Potter with wins and it was 
Robbie who topped the leader board after day 1.  Over 
the next four days top GBR scorers included Robbie 
Walsh, Graham Bantock (who had fi ve wins) Martin 
Roberts and Ken Binks all of whom found that consistent 
sailing was the key to success in sometimes diffi cult 
conditions, particularly over the fi nal three days.

The event was won by Zvonko Jelaciv of Croatia sailing 
a Pikanto with 49 points, 2nd Brad Gibson (Widget) with 
61, 3rd Mario Skrij (Topiko) with 70 points with Robbie 
Walsh (Lintel) fi nally fi nishing 4th on 80.1 points and 
Martin Roberts, also sailing a Widget, 6th with 114.

In terms of the GBR team Graham Bantock was 9th, 
Ken Binks 10th, Chris Harris 17th, Dave Potter 18th, Mark 
Dennis 24th, Tony Edwards 29th, Derek Priestley 34th, 
Mike Clifton 42nd, John Cleave 46th and Simon Clarke 
51st.  There are a number of good photos and additional 
details available at the time of writing on the Barbados 
Sailing Association website at http://www.sailbarbados.
com/iom.html

Hospitality was of a high order, partly sponsored by the 
Barbados Tourism, Digicel and of course Mount Gay Rum.  
Coverage included live video streaming, possibly for the 
fi rst time in a major championship.

A fuller report of the event provided by Tony Edwards 
together with additional photographs by, may be found on 
the MYA web site at www.MYA-UK.org.uk
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