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‘Fred’s Big Toephy’

Tiny boats on a huge lake in a 
strong breeze gave challenging 
conditions for both organisers 
and the eleven enthusiastic 
Footy sailors. Many travelled 
from all over the country to 
the fi rst of the 2008 Footy open 
meetings at Guildford Model 
Yacht Club’s Abbey Meads on 
3rd February 2008. The 12-20 
mph southerly winds with sharp 
gusts up to 25 mph built up big 
waves and in these conditions 
the 16 races were sailed, initially 
over a triangle and sausage 
course, shortened later by PR0 
Martin Crysell to a simple up 
and downwind course. Racing 
was close, the lead changing 
often as the big waves and gusts 
slowed windward progress or 
led to broaching off the wind. 

Race 1 was won by Guildford’s 
commodore Paul Midgley sailing a 
hard chine swing rigged ‘BUG’, to 
the basic MYA plan, with 8 year-old 
Cameron Vice in 2nd place sailing a 
conventionally rigged Ricky Webb 
‘12 INCH’ design. This is the MYA 
chine kit boat he won at last year’s 
Footy Championship, modifi ed with 
a bigger jib. Race 2 was won by 
Michael Van Der Peet sailing the ultra 
lightweight narrow Angus Richardson 

MOONSHADOW design using a 
McCormack balanced una rig. This 
uses torsion in the mast support to 
fl ex and reduce gust impact on the 
boat, so that the rig heels before the 
boat! 

The next two races were 
dominated by Roger Stollery’s 
powerful beamy double chine ANT 
design powered by a simple swing 
rig and lightweight polythene double 
surface sails. However he didn’t have 
it all his own way as Races 5 and 6 
were won by Gary Sanderson with 
his round bilged DUCK design also 
powered by the fl exible balanced una 
rig and double luff Argos bags! 

After lunch all boats were 
going better as skippers learned 
how to deal with these awkward 
conditions. In particular the big waves 
in the lulls killed all the windward 
speed and boats became slow and 
uncontrollable. Roger’s ANT won 
seven of the next ten races with Gary 
Sanderson winning Race 11, Paul 
Midgley Race 14 and Cameron Vice 
the last race. 

A beautiful, unusual and 
appropriate perpetual foot/sail 
‘Toephy’ especially designed and 
carved from apple burr by Fred 

Shepherd, Guildford Club’s top 
skipper of the late 1960s, was 
presented to the winner and 
was received with much delight, 
amusement and admiration. The 
prizewinners, including the fi rst four, 
furthest travelled and last place 
thanked GMYC and PRO Martin 
Crysell in particular for organising an 
excellent event.

Results: 
1st Roger Stollery Guildford ANT 

17, 2nd Gary Sanderson Colwyn Bay 
THE DUCK 31, 3rd Paul Midgley 
Guildford BUG 34, 4th Cameron 
Vice Guildford ‘12 INCH’ 39, 5th 
Michael Van Der Peet Colwyn Bay 
MOONSHADOW 92, 6th Phil 
Broszek Guildford ‘12 INCH’ 92, 7th 
Mark Mortimore Guildford ANT 
139, 8th Andrew Halstead Colwyn 
Bay RAZOR 145, 9th Russell Potts 
Vintage Group PIP SQUEAK 144, 
10th= Charles Smith Frensham Pond 
BUG 156, Andrew Truett Clevedon 
Five-O-Seven 156.

Report by Roger Stollery

Footy open meeting 


