
The 2009 Footy Championships was held at 
Frensham Pond on Saturday 25th July.  Nineteen 
competitors started the day with a guessing 
game.  Would it or would it not blow later? The 
forecast was emphatic - wind tailing off in the 
afternoon. But what was that dark cloud? In the 
end some opted for the bigger rigs chancing a 
later thunder storm and others for the medium 
rig convinced that it would blow. 

 Well it did and it didn’t.  Sometimes it gusted up and the 
big riggers grew nervous, sometimes it fell away and the 
medium rig skippers were a littler envious.  In the end 
both were probably right. At around 3.45 the sky clouded 
over ominously and the first splatter of rain stopped play 
with fifteen races in the bag.

Rob Vice sailing a Stollery AWK could hardly be caught 
and finished with a score of 17 points from 15 races; 
Richard Alford drove his own yellow Footloose, to second 
place and Charles Smith sailed in to third with Roger 
Stollery’s earlier Ant design, fitted with a rather different 
electronics package. Several new boats were on the water 
including Gary Sanderson’s beautifully finished lightweight, 
and Andy Trewin produced the most amazing series of rigs 
for us all to see.  

The races were very competitive, to the full RRS, but in 
the best sporting spirit.  Hayley Vice deservedly took the 
new Colts Foot trophy for young skippers and Lockie Vice 
sailed wonderfully well. Hayley was also to take the prize 
for the most courteous behaviour on the water. And ten 
year old Mim Roche did several of the tougher downwind 
legs for her grandfather (with much better results). 

Frensham provided tea for everyone, prizes for 
every competitor and a very well deserved bottle of 
whisky for Roger Stollery who ran the racing throughout 
with great understanding of the Footy Class and much 
encouragement for the slower skippers.  The photographs 
here were all taken by Roger.
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