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This end of season Marblehead open 
event held on 1st November 2010, 
attracted 26 skippers from 11 clubs not 
only for a special celebration of the 30th 
anniversary of the Mermaid, but also of 
heat racing, pioneered at this event in 
1979.

Guildford MYC’s Abbey Meads lake 
near Thorpe Park, Chertsey was the 
venue for 12 races sailed in the most 
variable and initially very wet and windy 
weather, to decide the winner of the 
beautifully sculpted bronze Mermaid. 
All past winners were invited and fi ve 
took part including the fi rst winner, Tony 
Owens using the original winning boat, 
which together with a few other older 
boats added a special design interest.

Race offi cers Roger Stollery and Paul 
Midgley laid an 800-metre long upwind/
downwind course and in acknowledging 
the advances made in 30 years of 
Marblehead design, two windward 
marks were laid with the shorter course 
allowing the older boats to stay in 
contention. After the closest racing in 
highly variable conditions Peter Stollery 
was to take fi rst place from Martin 
Roberts by one point, with Brad Gibson 
third and Dennis Astbury fourth.

At the prize giving everyone received 
an engraved glass to mark the 30th 
Mermaid. Peter thanked Roger and 
the Guildford team for running the 
Mermaid for 30 years and his Nanna 
for sculpting the beautiful trophy. As 
well as prizes for the winners GMYC 
awarded the Vic Cooney trophy for the 
best veteran to Mark Dennis. As Peter 
had poor results in the fi rst 3 races, he 
was embarrassed to win the Ted Gearey 
award for the best 

improver, which is awarded for the 
best improvement on the results of 
those early races. Hugh McAdoo was 
disappointed to get radio problems in 
his brand new boat in the fi rst race, 
but then did sterling work in the rescue 
boat and won the ‘Tail end Trophy’ for 
fi nishing last. There were two special 
prizes for older boats from two distinct 
development periods, won by Tony 
Owens and Tim Townsend.

It was interesting to see very well 
sailed Marbleheads from different 
periods. The modern boats are much 
lighter and faster offwind, accelerating 
fast and marginal planing in a much 
lower windspeed, but there was less of 
a difference on the beat. 

Results:
1st Peter Stollery Guildford 
‘Crazy Tube Too’ (25)
2nd Martin Roberts Birkenhead 
‘Starkers’ (26)
3rd Brad Gibson Birkenhead 
‘Starkers’ (31).
4th Denis Astbury Chelmsford 
‘Rok’ (37) 
Ted Gearey Award for Best Improver 
– Peter Stollery
Vic Cooney Trophy for Best Veteran 
– Mark Dennis
Best pre 1980 boat 
– Tony Owens
Best pre 1991 boat 
– Tim Townsend
Roger Stollery

30th Marblehead 
Mermaid Trophy 
at Guildford

Paul Midgley
On the 27th of December 2009 
Guildford MYC’s Commodore Paul 
Midgley suffered a severe heart attack 
at Abbey Meads lake and died a few 
days later in St. Peter’s Hospital, 
Chertsey. He was in good form that 
morning as he helped to set up for 
the Brass Monkey, before collapsing 
suddenly.

GMYC members fi rst met Paul in 
1995 at Elstead Moat. He became an 
enthusiastic member, and was soon 
developing his sail making techniques 
to produce some really fi ne sails, a 
skill he was always keen to pass on 
with articles for the club website as 
well as ‘workshop sessions’ at our 
club evenings, which were always well 
attended and very much appreciated. 
He took on the job of Sailing Captain 
and as part of the committee he was 
one of the stalwarts of the club, always 
supporting events, evening meetings 
and gardening work-parties at the lake. 
He frequently took responsibility for 
the running of events acting as Race 
Offi cer, course setter or scorer and 
became Commodore in 2005. 

Indeed, he was a great technician 
and his interest in technical matters 
allowed him to become an Offi cial 
Measurer in 2002, later to become 
the Met and Southern District Senior 
Measurer, so joining the MYA’s 
technical team where he was always 
very pragmatic and full of ‘common 
sense’. We will all miss him.

I will personally miss him lots as we 
were always discussing crazy ideas, 
different ways of thinking about how to 
improve the performance of boats; the 
very essence of model yachting. He is 
greatly missed by his wife Valerie, his 
daughter Sarah, his son Simon and 3 
grandchildren.
Roger Stollery 9/1/2010
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Very close racing for the Mermaid Trophy 
at Abbey Meads.

Paul up to his knees in the lake as usual.



Race Reports
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The 2009 10 Rater Nationals was 
hosted by the Chelmsford Radio 
Yacht Club over the weekend of 17/18 
November using the training lake of the 
Blackwater Sailing Club, Heybridge. 
The event attracted 20 entries, 10 of 
whom where visitors from France. The 
conditions varied from blustery force 
3/4 on Saturday to variable 1/2
 on Sunday. 

With 20 boats the fl eet was split 
into 2 heats; this proved to be very 
successful since the there were very 
few incidents at the start line and 
noticeably low number of incidents 
on the water in general, all but one 
being resolved on the water by those 
involved. The racing was generally 
close and good natured throughout the 
two days.

Frost and sunshine
On Saturday the entertainment was laid 
on by John Torrance who donned a dry 
suit to recover the keel from his boat 
which had fallen off on the start line. He 
fi nally located it using his feet, but by 
then he was in up to his neck, literally. 
Despite a frosty start, Sunday proved 
to be the better day for sunshine. The 
wind however provided testing times 
for the organisers as well as the 

competitors. There 
were many course 
changes in order 
to provide the 
best and most 
challenging course 
to the windward 
mark.

All the courses 
set followed the 
triangle and 
sausage format. 
On the fi rst day of sailing this 
course description caused some 
problems with the French sailors, 
quickly resolved by race offi cer Graham 
Childs by changing his instructions to 
triangle and BANANA, this being more 
familiar to the French.

� e French do it 
in style
At lunchtimes the French contingent 
put us to shame when a large table was 
produced from their nearby van, which 
was then covered with a white linen 
table cloth and spread with a lunch 
time fare which included a football 
sized ham on the bone, cheeses, bread 
and wine served in glasses (not plastic 
cups). They certainly eat out in style.

The fi rst fi ve places: 
1st Graham Bantock GBR95   
(Chelmsford) Diamond 16 points
2nd Yanne Masse FRA08  
(France) Diamond 36 points
3rd Mark Dennis GBR19
(Chelmsford) Marblehead 72 points
4th Patric Montero FRA03 
(France) Prizm 78 points  
5th Dennis Astbury GBR60  
Rok 78.4 points
A full report and list of competitors 
will be found on the MYA web site at 
www.mya-uk.org.uk
Mark Dennis

 

� e 10 Rater 
Nationals

challenging course 

50 years of the Forbes trophy – but what of the strong men 
who competed for it years ago?

The Forbes Trophy will be presented for the 50th time in 
2010.   It was originally presented in 1931 by Alan Forbes of 
Boston USA, to promote open water racing for the ‘A’ Class 
at the same time as the International ‘A’ Class Regatta.

A Mr S Croft of the Windermere Club won the trophy for 
Great Britain in 1949 with Mist formerly White Heather, the 
previous winners being Norway three times, America twice, 
and Sweden once.

In 1949 the Forbes race was held on Lake Windermere in 
open water, the skippers afl oat in rowing skiffs on their own.  
The race was in two parts: one triangle, and then a straight 
course to windward and back, typically 4.5 miles altogether. 
Times taken were then added together (which might be as 
much as an hour and a half), and the shortest won.  (Imagine 

chasing an a boat in a wind over a four mile course - hard 
men indeed! Ed.)

The trophy was reassigned by the MYA in 1960 to become 
the principal trophy for the newly formed Q Class which in 
turn was soon to become the Radio Controlled ‘RA’ Class. 
The fi rst winner was Gordon C Wood. Recent years have 
seen the Sword design of G J Bantock and D M J Hollom 
designs winning; however long term, Peter Wiles of Poole 
has been battling it out with Derek Priestley, Fleetwood. 
Derek has won the Trophy a record 10 times since 1982 and 
Peter a total of 6 times with a record of 4 times in succession 
using his developments of R.P. Stollery’s Sweet .

With many thanks to Robert Hobbs who is shortly to 
publish a new edition of “1001 International A: Class Yachts”, 
available from Robert Telephone 02380 255896.

� e Forbes Trophy

A group of 10 Raters coming onto the wind. 
Photo: Charles Smith



Race Reports

Euro Footy GP 
2010 
The 2009 Euro event attracted seven 
Polish skippers to Birkenhead and this 
year the event is moved to Poland – to 
Wroclaw (Breslau). As many Footy 
skippers as possible are urged to 
reciprocate by going to Poland for the 
10th – 11th July, where the organisers 
promise to show us around this fi ne 
old city. More details from Angus 
Richardson 01492 534356 or email 
translate@enterprise.net (put Footy in 
the subject line please) 

Roger Stollery 
launches his new 
ICE
The round bilged, carbon moulded 
ICEwhich is based on the original AWK 
design, was launched on a freezing 
(appropriately) day in February and had 
its fi rst outing at the Fred’s Big Toephy 
meeting (Guildford), where it came 
fi rst in the event in the capable hands 
of Rob Vice. Roger said afterwards 
that he was pleased that there was 
very little between the ICE and the 
AWK which is of simpler hard chine 
construction although ICE had the 
edge. For a report on the Toephy event 
see right and the MYA web site.

� e Roger Stollery ICE 
launched in February
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2010 Fred’s Big Toephy
The fi rst Footy Class open meeting of 
the 2010 season started well with 21 
races for a beautifully sculpted wooden 
trophy. 11 skippers from 7 clubs 
enjoyed some excellent racing in a light, 
but gusty Northerly wind at Guildford 
Model Yacht Club’s Abbey Meads 
Lake, Chertsey.  PRO Martin Crysell set 
a simple windward/leeward 
course with a leeward gate, 
which was also the starting 
line, to give 2 beats and a 
run. With the variable 0-6 
mph wind most boats were 
using their biggest rigs, but 
the gusts forced some to 
change to smaller. 

Apart from David 
Wilkinson’s win in Race 
4 with his balanced una 
rigged IAMBUS design, 
the wins were shared 
between Rob Vice’s new 
ICE, and an original AWK 
sailed by Roger Stollery. 
The ICE is a moulded 
round-bilged version of 
the 5 plank chine AWK, 
with the same 500gram 
displacement, swing rig, 
and electronics. There 
was a lot of interest in 
how these two designs would compare 
and in the event their  performances 
were very similar with ICE having the 

edge and winning by 
one point.

The young Vice boys, 
CJ 10 years old and Lachlan 
8, both put up impressive 
performances with podium 
places. Lachlan’s best was 
3rd in Race 3 sailing a BUG 
3, whilst CJ, sailing an ANT, 
boasted at the end of having 
one of each place, including 
a win in Race 8, 2nd in Race 
15 and 3rd in Race 5.

As well as presenting 
Fred’s Big Toephy and 
the winners’ prizes, the 
opportunity was taken 
to present the Traveller’s 
Trophy and the Chris Dicks 
award – more details on 
page 4.

Results
1st Rob Vice, Clapham ICE (27)
2nd Roger Stollery, Guildford AWK (28)
3rd David Wilkinson, Cotswold 
IAMBUS (60).  

Roger Stollery
Lake, Chertsey.  PRO Martin Crysell set 

mph wind most boats were 
using their biggest rigs, but 

ICE, and an original AWK 

displacement, swing rig, 

� e Traveller’s Trophy on its beautiful 
new base made by Fred Shepherd.  

Photo: Roger Stollery

Rob Vice receiving the trophy from 
Martin Crysell. Photo Roger Stollery


