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R6M National at Bournville
28 June 2009

Mick Shillington
had a private line

Reporting a race like this is not easy
because the pack was trading places
at all times and it was impossible
to keep track of the changes. Mick
Shillington, who has won this event
in the past, was in impeccable form.
His Rococo just seemed always to be
there, doing the right things at the
right time. Several of us reckoned he
must have a direct line to the Gods,
either that or he had a private stock
of wind. Whatever, it was it worked
superbly; Mick scored 15 points from
|4 races which is remarkable sailing
in really tough conditions. Keith
Tyndall came up from Lee Valley with
g e his Rococo, and he worked hard to
Mick Shillington’s Rococo to windward of John Newy’s Sigma hang onto his 2nd place with a score

and Bill Green’s Renaissance and | Bant’s Rococo of 30pts. | managed to bring my
Renaissance into 3rd place with 41 pts

It always good to start with after some really hard struggles.

the basics, just to get thing The whole fleet arrives at the windward mark!

things flowing. The wind was 0
to 4mph in a generally easterly
direction, at Bournville that’s
not too bad, it could have been
worse, it might have rained
but it didn’t. Those who know
the venue will know these

are very testing conditions
and it is essential to maintain
concentration and try to be

in the right place pointing the
right way at the right time. It
was far easier said than done!

-

Bournville had 12 entries from 5 clubs,
but unfortunately three didn’'t show
on the day. Initially RO Mike Harris
from the host club, opted for a course
two triangles using the full lake but

in these conditions it was too much
and the course was cut back to one
triangle.

Mike set out his stall at the briefing
by saying he was going to sail 14 races
and call it a day at that. It would be 2
races back to back and a short break
and %2 hour stop for lunch. That
seemed OK for all of us so Mike got
the show on the road.
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Several different designs
in the fleet

There was reasonable selection

of different designs, 4 Rococo’s, 2
Renaissances, 2 Driskey’s and a Sigma
but the two Rococo’s of Mick and
Keith were in a race apart (see page
10 for more).

Whilst the conditions were tough,
they were tough for everyone and
the race was held in a very good
spirit. There were no major incidents
and teddy stayed in the pram which
in itself was a great feat, given the
difficult conditions. In simple terms
a good time was had by all and a
fair result ensued. We thanked
Mike Harris who kept us on track
throughout.

With grateful thanks to Bill Green.
Photographs: Charles Smith
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Mike Shillington’s
Roccoco
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A close start...

Damian Ackroyd’s Drisky designed by John Taylor
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