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Results from around the country

The Radio Six Metre National Championships

- Broads

The Broads Radio Yacht Club
welcomed the R6M Class

to their home at Ormesby
Broad in Norfolk for the
Championship. Designs in this
class are based on their full size
counterparts and therefore
appeal to those who enjoy a
traditional and ‘scale’ feel to
their boats. These yachts also
tend to be very evenly matched,
it’s down to the skipper on

the day! The event took place
over the weekend of the 28th
and 29th June and although
Saturday started a little cloudy
it was warm and the forecast
was good. A fairly steady ten

to twelve mile per

hour westerly breeze
allowed Race Officer,
David Grint — assisted by
Tom Wilkinson - to set
a simple Olympic style
‘triangle and sausage’
course with long beats
to windward.

The first race was won by
local skipper Terry Burton;
reigning champion Mick
Shillington, of the Bournville
club, was second and Rick
Buxton, another Broads
skipper third — each of
these skippers was sailing a
RoCoCo. Race two went
to George Beacroft, from
Chelmsford sailing another
RoCoCo, followed by Mick, and Pete
Mullins — another Broads skipper
— sailing a Ravenna. In race three
Broads skipper Mark Holt, sailing his
own design Tias, headed a tightly
packed fleet into mark one, eventually
crossing the line ahead of Damian
Ackroyd, from Fleetwood, sailing a
Drisky, with George in third. As we
can see several different designs were
in the hunt.

In the following races that morning
places were to be shared between
George, Mick, Mark and Terry. At
lunch George was in the lead on
12 points, Mick on 17, Terry on 19,

-close racing and everything to play
forl Racing resumed at 2.00pm and
George continued where he had left
off by posting another win, followed
by Vernon, Mick and Terry. The
afternoon racing was eventful, with
entanglements and penalty turns, but
at the end of the afternoon George
had consolidated his position at the
front of the fleet by winning the last
two races of the first day and Pete
had retired from further racing after
race sixteen.

Day two was sunnier and the
wind had dropped a little and shifted
slightly towards the south which
allowed the organisers to move the
start line further out, bringing the

The first all carbon Drisky designed by John Taylor

wing mark close to the shore in front
of the control area, which gave a
good view of these elegant yachts

to the small but interested group of
spectators.

The first two races were both
won by Mark. George posted a DNF
as he suffered from radio problems,
which thankfully didn’t show again
during the rest of the day. The next
five races produced five different
winners but once again George
consolidated his lead by recording
further wins in races twenty seven
and twenty eight whilst Terry
continued to put the pressure on

by taking race twenty nine. George
again took the honours in the next
two races and barring some sort of
disaster it looked like the title would
be his.

Lunch then, and racing resumed at
2.00pm in the fickle ‘Filby Airs. Mark
used local knowledge well and won
race thirty two with Damian second
and Rick third. George finished the
weekend in style by claiming first
place in each of the remaining races
and Terry made sure of second spot
by, each time, finishing ahead of Mick
who ended up third overall, whilst
Rick held on to the fourth place he
had occupied for most of the day.

After a very enjoyable and
competitive two days racing
George Beacroft, of the
Chelmsford club, was a
worthy champion. Local
skipper, Terry Burton, of
the Broads, second, Mick
Shillington, from Bournville
was third, with Rick Buxton,
another local lad, in fourth
place. The presentation
of the prizes was made by
Broads Commodore, Peter
Holt, who had entered the
event as a skipper but was
unable to take part because
of a family bereavement.

It is sad to record such a
small entry which was down
on last year. The Radio Six
Metre class deserves better
support than this; the boats
look good on the water and never
fail to attract favourable comment
from passers by; they are challenging
and fun to sall, older designs remain
competitive, second hand boats don't
seem to command the very high
prices that some other classes do.
The shallow draft means they can be
sailed almost anywhere including all
the model boat ponds in parks and
at the seaside. | hope there is a R6M
National Championship again next
year and | hope that it will be better
supported. Use it or lose it!

Peter Sutton
BRYC.

© MYA Oct 2009



