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The Pugwash Trophy and Midland
District 36 Vane Championship

Our American guests, here for
the 2009 UK/USA Challenge,
were invited to sail at Bournville
throughout the weekend of
23rd and 24th May before
making the journey to Gosport
the following weekend for the
Challenge itself (see below).

The Pugwash Trophy

Stalwarts will know that this was and
still is a light hearted event started in
1973 by the late and great lan Taylor.
The Pugwash scoring system awards 2
points each way and in true Pugwash
style, team skippers change at each
end of the lake giving everyone the
opportunity to sail every other boat
in the fleet one way. On the Saturday
23rd May 14 boats entered for the
Pugwash including our trans-Atlantic
friends.

A win for the San
Francisco team

Skippers were split into 7 teams and
racing got underway about 10.15.
The wind was typical light and fluky, a
Bournville trademark. 4 boards were
sailed in the morning prior to the
lunch break and the last three in the

Right: Jim
Linville’s 36 at

Bournville

Our American visitors.

From left to right:

Midland District
Vane 36
Championship

Ernie Matherson,
Julie Shriner, Jim
Windville, Coleen
Stobbe, JeffStobbe,
and Michael Stobbe,
The same 14 boats turned out

on the Sunday morning to salil

for the Midland District Vane 36
Championship which is of course
sailed under the normal class rules.
At 9.30 there was not a breath of
wind. By the start time at 10.30 the
wind had picked up a little and racing

afternoon to complete the racing for
the day. The result was declared with
a win for the San Francisco husband
and wife team of Jeff and Coleen
Stobbe with a joint score of 32 points.
Coleen was joint top individual scorer
with 20 points. Very good indeed,
considering Coleen had sailed a Vane
36 only three or four times previously!

Second place (28) points) was
shared by Mervyn Cooke and Max
Buttimer from the Gosport club and
Mervyn was joint top individual scorer
with 20 points. In joint third place
with 24 points were Mike Stobbe and
Julie Shryne again from San Francisco.
The other team in joint third place
was Pete Hopkins and John Newey
from Bournville.

The American boats were
somewhat different from the home
grown variety, generally carrying
somewhat smaller sail area. Vane
gears used by the visitors were also
a little different and as Mike Stobbe
explained, the setup required rather
less engineering than is usual here.

After the racing finished most of
the skippers and friends met at the
Brewers Fayre Restaurant in Rubery
for a relaxing meal and a social
get together.

This is Jim Linville’s boat also at Bournville

got underway. It was another one of
those Bournville days with the wind
lighter than the previous day. 5 heats
were sailed by 3.00 o'clock and the
result declared.

The winner was Pete Hopkins
from Bournville with 23 points out of
25 with Brian Jones from Bournville
in second place with 20 points. Ernie
Mortenson of the San Diego Cub
finished third with 16 points followed
in joint fourth place with 15 points by
Mike Stobbe from San Francisco and
Mervyn Cook from Gosport.

Vane gear
by Michael Stobbe

Graham Reeves
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