MYA President

Derek Priestley compares then and now

As you know the MYA is a hundred
years old this year. It all began

as the MYRA - The Model Yacht
Racing Association —in 1911, and in
those days the Association included
powerboat modellers, mostly interested
in steam we are told. In 1923 the
powerboat people left to form their own
organisation (the MPBA) and the MYA,
as it is now, concentrated on sailing.

In those early years model yachts
were thought of as being models of their
full sized counterparts — and at one time
were built large enough to race with the
skipper on board! Russell Potts, our
archivist, has done a splendid job of
describing all this and you will want to
read his history which starts on page 6,
continued by Roger Stollery on page 14

Today we still sail some of the
classes which were popular then
(the International 10 Rater is a good
example) and some of the Metre type
yachts, which were to develop into the
A class. These were and are mainly
International classes and the MYA
administers them, so that the tradition
goes on.

The MYA has always

done much to promote
model sailing

The early MYA did great work
promoting model sailing. It was then,
as it is now, an Association of clubs,
the thinking always being that good
clubs promote good competition. But
that is not all, for in a club skippers
can get together to help each other
with building and rigging and can
pass along ideas about materials and
design. It is good to see that club life is
flourishing today, building friendships
across the sport.

It was in those early years too that
the MYA, perhaps the most respected
body in the world, began to promote
International sailing and we can see
the fruits of that this year when we
celebrate our Centenary by holding
the IOM world Championships here in
England.

The modern scene

When we turn to the more modern
scene, it was in the late thirties that the
Marblehead appeared, a boat which
really for the first time owed nothing
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to the full sized
world. It was an
American boat,
hence its name,
but its spread
here was
interrupted

by the War.
Post-war we
were to race
many of them
in the UK just
as we do

today and so
many of our
long standing
members owe
much of their
success to the
Marblehead class.

Immediately after the war everyone

all sailed vane of course. Vane sailors
have always had to be fit. To start with
several of the boats were very big, a
two-man job to carry them around, and
then there was the business of keeping
up with them in a wind. We regularly
RAN 4 to 5 miles at a regatta. We still
sail & race vane yachts today but we
sail radio much more often.
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The introduction of
Radio Control in the
late 1950’s

Early radio was heavy and bulky and
only A class yachts (Q class) were

big enough to contain it, but when it
became miniaturised (and reliable)

in the mid 1970’s, classes which had
been vane sailed turned to radio. The
first RM National championship (which
| was fortunate enough to attend in
1974)) was held at Guildford with 26
entries. Several boats had home made
sail winches, which were unreliable

to say the least. Keeping the boats
working was more important than
actually racing!! However, the boats
became much more reliable and

were raced all over the country and
the world, and still are to this day.
Other new boats were introduced, the
now familiar One Metre, the greatest
numbers, and these were followed by
others many of which were inexpensive,
or one design, with an eye to recruiting
new skippers. Roger Stollery, our
Technical Secretary has traced their
design history in a fascinating article

starting on page +++

To write a job
description would
take some time

Through all this the MYA has been
the guardian of model yachting
doing the work it was set up to do
all those years ago. But if you were
to write a job description today
it might take you some time. We
work at all sorts of levels. To name
just a few — workshops, great for
beginners; a knowledge base on our
web site, again great for beginners;
a technical team constantly looking
at the technical side of the classes;
MYA measurers trained at local level;
a district organisation provided so
that help is always close at hand and
organising plenty of local competition...
Of course we continue to play a big
part in the international scene and we
have representatives who sit on the
international bodies. So yes, we are
doing the job we were set up to do, at
both local and international level.

Our Royal connections

In 1952 Victor Wade the MYA general
secretary of the time approached HRH
Prince Phillip Duke of Edinburgh to ask
if he would extend his patronage to the
MYA. HRH agreed and has been our
Patron ever since. He will be paying us
a visit to the IOM World Championship
at West Kirby Sailing Club on Tues 31st
May at 2.30pm. (See page 22).
What will the next 100 years bring?

| am very proud to be President in
this Centenary Year, my own 50th year
in the sport, when the MYA is spreading
its wings over the sport more than
ever. Who knows what the next one
hundred years may bring? | definitely
see the growth of One Design being
popular, the R/C Laser has proved
that. Our Editor has made a few other
suggestions (some of which | suspect
might be a little tongue in cheek). There
is food for thought there — have a look
at page 24.

In the meantime it gives me great
pleasure to congratulate all the many
volunteers who have given up so much
of their time, over the last 100 years, to
our wonderful organisation.

Derek Priestley, MYA President
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