Those Personal Sail Numbers

Personal Sail Numbers explained

Let us suppose that you have
several suits of sails, some of
them expensive, and you want
to transfer them from boat to
boat. This is a job which usually
involves the messy business

of peeling off the old numbers
and applying new to match the
registered number of the

new hull.

An alternative is to apply for a
Personal Sail Number which may

be fixed once to the sails, and then
the sails may be transferred from
boat to boat without changing the
number. We should be clear that a
Personal Sail Number has nothing
to do with the actual registered
number of the boat, which is the
province of the class secretary, and is
usually displayed on the hull. In other
words, applications for a Personal
Sail Number are not a means of
registering a boat which for some
reason has no registered number —
perhaps because it has not yet

been measured.
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Applications for a
Personal Sail Number

Applications for Personal Salil
Numbers are made to Alistair Law
who has operated the scheme

since 2000. Numbers are always
double digit between 00 and 99. If
the number you have chosen is
available, and on the payment of a fee
(currently £10), Alistair will issue a
Certificate which is valid for five years.
There are a number of rules, but in
essence Personal Sail Numbers are
only available to members of the MYA
and become invalid if the owner’s
membership lapses. At the end of
the five year period the skipper needs
to renew, or once again the number
lapses and may be offered to another
skipper.

Choosing a Personal
Sail Number

Since only one hundred double digit

numbers are available these are soon
used up. However the MYA devised
a scheme under which two, and

now three series of numbers from
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00 — 99 are available, taking care

that the same numbers are allocated
to skippers in widely separated
districts where there is unlikely to be
a clash at club level. For example,
the number 46 might be allocated to
a skipper in the Southern and Met
District and also to a skipper in the
Northern District to use on all their
classes of boat. When you apply for
a personal number, a good plan is to
ask Alistair for an available number
rather than specify the number which
you require. However if you prefer a
particular number (perhaps because
it is already on your sails) then Alistair
will allocate that number to you if it is
available in your District.

What happens at
open meetings?

At major open meetings there

may well be a clash of Personal Sail
Numbers. Generally, no personal;
number carries priority and the race
officer will operate on the basis of
‘first come first served’. The ‘second’
skipper will then be allocated a prefix
by the race committee to use in this
particular event, which he or she
will add as a temporary digit to the
Personal Sail Number, and so

avoid clash.

How to apply

Applications should be made to
Alistair Law, at:
a.rlaw@clyde-mail.co.uk

or by telephone to 01779 473086 —
evenings and weekends only.

A cheque for £10.00 made out to
the MYA is required and Personal
Sail Numbers are available only to
MYA Members.
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