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New 6M Registrar
Paul Heys has stepped down as 
Registrar of the 6M Class, and we 
would all like to express our thanks to 
him for looking after members of this 
numerically small, but very important 
and old established class.  Bill Green, 
former Registrar, has agreed to take 

up the post once more.  Many thanks, 
Bill.  There will be a report on the 6 M 
nationals in our next edition.

IOM NCA 
Secretary
Peter Stollery tells us that John 
Taylor of Fleetwood MY&PBC, a 
keen IOM designer and sailor, has 
now been co-opted as the new 
IOM NCA Secretary for 2013. He 
is working with Andy Stevenson 
on this year's IOMICA AGM vote 
so that he is familiar with what's 
involved. Andy had offered earlier in 
the year to carry out the vote despite 
having stood down from the post at the 
end of 2011. 

Archive
Processing the MYA Archive is now 
under way with the help of the Surrey 
History Centre where it will be held 
both physically and electronically.  
Roger Stollery has fi nished the 
immense job of clearing out all the 
duplicated material and reducing 
that area of the archive to a sensible 
size. Gordon Edmundson led a team 
meeting at the Centre where the SHC 

kindly agreed to index all the 
documents using their internal 
system, and we also agreed that 
we should create a subject index 
for use by MYA members, referring of 
course to the documents held by SHC.  
Work will begin on the index in October.  
Meantime, if you have documents 
which you feel should be a part of he 
Archive do please get in touch with 
Charles Smith at tradboat@btinternet.
com.

� e UK/USA 
Challenge 2013
Graham Reeves tells us that the 2013 
Challenge for Vane 36s will be held 
in the UK.  The fi rst leg will be sailed 
at Gosport on the 8th/9th of 2013 
and the second on the waterfront 
pond at Llandudno, a week later on 
the 15th/16th June, supported by the 
Colwyn Bay Model Yacht Club.  We 
gather from Graham that the Americans 

may already be fi elding a team 

of 13 or 14 skippers so the event is 
growing apace. 

Llandudno 
renaissance
With spectacular views of the Great 
Orme in the background, the pond 
is clearly an ideal sailing venue – 
accessible all around and with clear 
winds.  Model yachting is enjoying 
a renaissance in Llandudno and we 
would like to see more major events 

taking place there:  details are available 
from Gareth Morgan Tel: 01248 670629.  
Llandudno is a holiday town with plenty 
of accommodation and enjoys a Lewis 
Carroll tourist trail. (For those of you 
who, like me are, a little puzzled by 
the spelling, the town is pronounced 
Llandidno in Wales but spelled 
with a u.  Ed.).

Huntingdon
- New Club
A new club has been formed - 
Huntingdon RYC sailing on water not 
far from Brunton. The club has adopted 
the IOM initially and may go on to sail 
RG65s (and other boats requested by 
the membership.)  During the winter 
months sailing will take place every 

three weeks but from February 
2013 that will be weekly.  For 
more information contact 
Graham Allen on 01487 830203

Another new 
club - Romsey
Another new club is in the process 
of being formed at Romsey World 
of Water, SO51 0NB.  Pat Cushing 
of Frensham MYG has been 
instrumental in setting up the new 
venue and she writes to say; 

‘We are trying to fi nd local sailors 
to use and take over the organising of 
a club down there. Hopefully there may 
be interested people in the area who 
can take over and expand the use of 
the pond as it can be used most week 
days and on a Sunday. Please contact 
Mark (Manager of World of Water) 
direct on 01794 515923 or phone Pat on 
07968 898762.’

Pat tells us that the pond may be 
used for £2.50 per day and there 
is both car parking and a pleasant 
restaurant on site.
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6 metres racing at Bournville. 
Photo: Charles Smith

� e boating pond at Llandudno with the 
Great Orme in the Background.  

Photo: Graham Reeves
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National 
Footy League
This year a national Footy league has 
been run in conjunction with the Footy 
UK website.  45 points are awarded for 
a win at any of the recognised open 
meetings, 44 for second, 43 for third 
and so on.  Clearly, if you were not 
at a meeting you would be awarded 
zero points for that event.  The points 
are then averaged for the season and 
three points added for each meeting 
attended.  Details and current 
standings may be found at http://
www.sailfootyuk.com/open-footy-
events-league-table.html

� e racing rules 
(RRS)
The Racing Rules of Sailing (RRS) 
are revised every four years 
and reissued with amendments 
following the Olympic Games.  
These are the rules as they apply 
to all full sized sailing, but for our 
purposes as model yacht skippers 
they are then modifi ed in Appendix E 
to meet our particular needs.  They 
may be freely downloaded from the 
ISAF Web site including Appendix E, to 
which changes have been made.  There 
are implications for the MYA’s Standard 
Sailing Instructions (SSIs) which the 
MYA is currently revising to be ready 
for use in the New Year. Go to http://
www.sailing.org/tools/documents/
ISAFRRS20132016Final-[13376].pdf

An unusual 
sailing venue
In the summer this year, the Royal 
Horticultural Society held an open day 
at their gardens in Surrey.  Amongst 
the attractions of these Gardens is 
a new and very attractive tropical 
greenhouse which is alongside a 
sizeable pond.  Southwater Dabblers 

were invited to sail on two 

days over the weekend and the mix of 
modern and classic boats drew large 
crowds.  I understand that the invitation 
will probably be repeated for 2013 and 
once again will bring model yachting 
to a wider public including the many 
children who enjoyed the event.

Restoration of an 
unusual boat – 5 
Rater
Laurie Bishop writes to tells about 
the 5 Rater Nippy which he has now 
restored. It seems that the boat was 
designed and built originally by George 
Hancock of Bassett-Loke, and was 
owned by a young lad sailing with the 
Platt Model Yacht Club way back in the 
30s.  Platt normally sailed 10 Raters 
which were then thought too much for 
the youngster, and so this 5 Rater was 

built for him. Overall it 
measures 42” and was built to the then 
familiar 10 rater rule – 
requiring in this case that the product 
of the equation was 5. 

Stop Press
Mike Harris tells us that at one time 
the Bournville club had three or four 
half raters, two of them owned by the 
Cadbury family.  We would be delighted 
to hear from you of these or other 
half raters still in existence. Ed. Email:  
tradboat@btinternet.com

Health and Safety
Chris Durant MYA Secretary writes 
to remind all clubs that they should 
do the necessary risk assessments 
if they have not done so already.  
The document Health and Safety 
Assessment for Clubs (downloadable 
as a pdf) may be found in the 
Knowledge base under Advice for 
Clubs, and is best practice guidance on 
how to reduce risks at club premises 
and during events.

were invited to sail on two 

 Footys sailing in calm 
conditions at the Cadenhead 
Trophy meeting hosted by 
Southwater Dabblers in 
October at the new Barn’s 
Green venue. Photo: Alan 
Woodroff e.

Large crowds attracted by the sailing at 
Wisley.  Photo: Alan Woodroff e.

Plank on frame and awaiting restoration. 
Nippy now complete, awaiting her new rig. 
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