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ISAF - RSD

Your editor has written a 
more in depth guide to these 
discussions (opposite) but 
needless to say they occupied 
a lot of Council’s time during 
April, May and June. The end 
result of these discussions 
and the subsequent voting 
by all of the model yachting 
nations worldwide that are 
affi liated to ISAF RSD, is that 
a General Assembly has been 
called for November this year. 
This meeting should resolve 
the future structure of radio 
sailing internationally and will 
hopefully give some positive 
direction. MYA Council will 
continue to be involved in 
helping work towards this 
future structure, together with 
other nations who share similar 
views to those expressed by the 
MYA Executive Offi cer’s in the 
statement posted on the MYA 
Forum earlier this year.

The International 
One Metre Class

Following on from the RSD debate, 
the International One Metre 
International Class Association 
(IOMICA) held its AGM during the 
2009 IOM World Championships in 
Barbados. With the GBR National 
Class Association Secretary position 
currently vacant on the MYA 
Council, we are indebted to Richard 
Rowan (the previous incumbent) for 
stepping in to help collate the votes 
of the GBR IOM owners. Part of 
IOMICA’s debate at their AGM was 
also their relationship with RSD and 
ISAF, so again the future structure 
of international radio sailing was 
debated. IOMICA have passed a 
motion that has tasked their incoming 
Executive Offi cers with looking at the 
implications, benefi ts and possible pit 
falls of joining ISAF directly and cutting 
out RSD (or similar future body) from 
the IOM class.

Why does this matter to 
MYA Members?

So why does all this matter to MYA 
members? Well, at the MYA AGM in 
November, I met with representatives 
of the various class associations 
and model yachting groups that are 
currently recognised as part of the 
MYA’s Combined Strengths Initiative. 
The outcome of that meeting was 
to work towards producing a more 
formal agreement between the MYA 
and class associations so that the MYA 
could act as an umbrella organisation. 
Coupled with this, there was also a 
decision made by Council to try and 
rationalise the MYA membership 
catagories to make future recruitment 
more straight forward and more 
appealing. However, although much 
discussion has taken place, no fi rm 
proposals have been agreed on and 
as such the class associations have 
not had any documents for comment. 
This is disappointing from a personal 
point of view but the issues relating 
to the future structure of radio sailing 
internationally obviously have an 
impact on the MYA’s strategy for the 

future. The way model yachting has 
evolved means that its structure is 
fairly ‘confused’ and although there 
are some proposals which tidy things 
up theoretically, in practice the 
proposals fall down because there 
aren’t enough volunteers to carry 
out the duties and responsibilities 
involved.

International discussions 
inevitably take time

The time involved in the international 
discussions has slowed progress on 
the national issues and this is further 
compounded by the international 
issues affecting the decisions and 
strategy that we would like to make 
at a national level. In essence the MYA 
wants to be inclusive so that it can 
act as a true umbrella organisation for 
model yachting in the UK but actually 
making this work constitutionally 
is proving more diffi cult. However, 
Council is working hard and is still 
hopeful that proposals can still be 
drawn up so that motions can be put 
to this year’s AGM.
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