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The great debate ISAF – RSD – a beginner’s guide

During the Spring and early 
Summer there has been much 
debate about the future of 
ISAF – RSD.  The proposals 
are complex and the debate 
is not easy to follow, so here 
is a brief and much simplified 
explanation of who these bodies 
are, how they work, and what 
any changes might mean for us.  

ISAF – The International 
Sailing Federation

The International Sailing Federation is 
what the name implies – a Federation 
of national bodies, each representing its 
own country.  In the UK dinghy sailing 
and boating is represented by the Royal 
Yachting Association (RYA), and for 
model yachting we are represented 
by the MYA. The MYA is affiliated 
to the RYA but its more direct link 
to ISAF comes through its affiliation 
to the Radio Sailing Division of ISAF 
(ISAF-RSD).   As it happens the ISAF 
Secretariat is based in Southampton 
and you can get into the very useful 
ISAF web site at www.sailing.org   So 
what does ISAF do?  It has several 
responsibilities one of which affects us 
directly at club level.  Every four years 
ISAF publishes amendments to the 
Racing Rules of Sailing (RRS), in the 
two year gap between Olympic Games 
so that skippers and tacticians can get 
used to the new rules before the big 
event.  It also administers international 
events in ways which are agreed by 
all the national bodies.  In a sense it 
exists to provide a level playing field for 
sailing competition across the world, 
particularly at international level.

Radio Sailing Division (RSD)
The RSD is the body at ISAF 
level responsible for radio sailing 
internationally, and was set up in 1996 
(although its origins go back to 1982) 
so that model yachting had a voice 
at international level alongside its full 
size counterparts. It works in much 
the same way as ISAF to which it is 
affiliated, representing national model 
yachting bodies (Division Members), 
administering a number of national 
and international classes, setting the 

standards for international events and 
as we have seen above it also has a 
voice in ISAF in respect of the racing 
rules.  We in the UK are currently 
represented in the RSD by the Model 
Yachting Association (MYA).

Changes to the RSD 
proposed 

Two committees of the RSD are active 
– technical and racing rules committees.  
However, the Permanent Committee 
of  the RSD has been largely inactive 
over the last several years until recently 
when they proposed a transformation 
of RSD into an International Radio 
Sailing Class Association. This followed 
on from discussions in 2003 when 
the possibilities were summarised as 
follows: 

a)That ISAF RSD ceases.  Each of 
the classes currently administered by 
the ISAF-RSD ( A Boats, 10 Raters and 
Marbleheads) should affiliate directly 
to ISAF instead, in much the same way 
that a number of full size classes now 
do  or:

b)That RSD becomes an 
International Radio Sailing Class 
Association (ISCRA) within ISAF taking 
with it the Marbleheads, 10 Raters and 
A Classes (Plus perhaps others. Ed.)  
or:

c)That the present ISAF-RSD set 
up is abandoned in favour of a new 
International body for model yachting 
not affiliated to ISAF.

A much more detailed look at the 
formal proposals can be found by 
clicking on

http://www.radiosailing.org/
pdf/Future%20of%20RSD%20v2.
pdf

So should the RSD 
transform into a new body 
within the ISAF structure?
What follows is a direct quote from 
the ISAF document. “If RSD should 
transform, the result would be an 
International Radio Sailing Class 
Association (IRSCA - (b) above Ed.) 
which would take responsibility for the 
Marblehead, 10 Rater and A Class”.

All this means that these classes, and 

possibly others which might join, would 
have a number of rights but have to 
meet a number of criteria in much the 
same way as their full size counterparts.  
Rights would include for example the 
right to run World Championships, to 
sit on the ISAF classes Committee and 
to make submissions directly to ISAF.  
The criteria to be met would include 
the need to demonstrate that the 
class is active and racing in a minimum 
number of countries, and that its 
paperwork meets ISAF standards.  

What is the MYA’s 
position?

These complex proposals have been 
discussed at length by officers of the 
MYA who have looked closely at the 
way in which International bodies 
have worked in the past, and how a 
new body might work in the future, 
particularly how it might be set up so 
that it is manned by people expert 
in radio sailing.  Similar discussions 
have been going on in other major 
radio sailing nations. In June of this 
year our Chairman, Peter Stollery,  
wrote a statement [see MYA Forum] 
that voiced the MYA’s concern at the 
proposals put forward by the current 
Permanent Committee of ISAF RSD. 
The MYA has stated that links with 
ISAF need to be retained in some form, 
ruling out option (c) above. Together 
with other major model yachting 
nations such as Australia, 
New Zealand, South Africa and 
America, the MYA favours a revamped 
version of the existing RSD allowing 
all classes of model yachting to be 
represented under one umbrella 
organisation at international level.  
It is felt that, although changes are 
necessary, the current problems 
have been caused by inactivity rather 
than the fault of the constitutional 
framework. Whilst on the face of it this 
seems similar to the IRSCA proposal, 
there are some important differences 
in the way that the organisations would 
operate and these are the areas of 
detail that the MYA and other model 
yachting nations need to resolve.
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