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IOM Secretary John Taylor and a 
member of the British team sent us his 
personal view of this excellent event.

October saw the eleventh World (IOM) 
Championship hosted by Sdot Yam 
Marine Centre, Israel.  The Marine Centre 
itself is part of the town of Caesarea 
and is the leading sailing school in the 
country, and responsible for producing 
some of Israel’s Olympic sailors in the 
last few years.

It was the fi rst time these 
championships have been hosted by 
Israel, despite the country’s security 
issues and sometimes controversial 
media attention. Eleven countries were 
represented and a total of 43 skippers 
took part. The British team consisted of 
fi ve skippers, two of whom had a strong 
chance of winning. Graham Bantock a 
former World and European Champion 
who was sailing his ‘Fraktal’ design, 
must have thought he had a great 
chance of repeating his success and  
Rob Walsh who was 3rd in this year’s 
UK Championship, and over the last few 
years has been consistently improving 
his results in international events. Even 
before this championship had started 
you would think maybe Rob, sailing his 

‘Britpop’, had for the fi rst time, a real 
chance. Then comes John Cleave, a 
regular in the British team for International 
regattas. He has a very competent 
pedigree and sails his ‘Britpop’ very well. 
The rest of the British Team were two 
skippers who were making their debuts 
to the World (IOM) Championships, 
Terry King sailing a ‘Britpop,’ and myself 
sailing my own design ‘Shiraz’. Both were 

out to make their own mark in these 
championships.

With an acoustic band playing 
in the background the opening 
ceremony had an Olympic feel to it, 
as children from the sailing school 
walked on in order, each carrying 
the fl ag of a competing country.  
Different, but a wonderful spectacle 
to experience. After the speeches 
in Hebrew as well as English, the 
serious business of racing was to 
start on the following day.

Over the course of the 
week’s racing every element of 
each yacht’s performance and 
endurance was tested. The forces 
of nature were all in attendance, 
from light airs to strong winds.  
Coupled with the swell of the 

sea and tide they would test 
each skipper’s ability to judge distance 
and timing. On occasions sailing to the 
windward mark the skipper would have 
to over shoot before tacking hopefully to 
round the mark before the tide pushed 
him onto it! Any mistake would fi nd the 
skipper at the back of the fl eet. At the 
leeward gate it was possible for any 
yacht approaching to be taken by the 
swell and miss the gate totally. In one 
incident, a skipper’s yacht was beached 
on the shore!  Each skipper had to follow 
the rules of sailing, of course, but that 
brought its own controversy, as well 
as the odd plastic bag being wrapped 
around any unsuspecting keels during 
racing. 

The penultimate day was one to forget 
for the British team. It started with myself 
in B-fl eet. A wind shift left me stranded 
on the wrong side of the course as the 
rest of the fl eet passed by to relegate 
me. The next C-fl eet race saw me at the 
start line with a bag wrapped around my 

keel relegating me to D-fl eet in just two 
rounds.  Graham Bantock spent a good 
part of the morning trying to get out of 
B-fl eet. Once successful he found a bit 
of form until disaster struck. In the fi nal 
three rounds Graham was relegated 
to D-fl eet. Like me, a plastic bag had 
wrapped around his keel. Graham looked 
on at A-fl eet knowing his challenge was 
over. This sport can be cruel. Rob Walsh 
also suffered. He was not in his usual 
groove being sucked into the middle of 
the A- fl eet at times. One race saw him 
hit the windward mark and he was lucky 
to stay up. The best performance came 
from Terry King; he started the day in 
D-fl eet and in consecutive races found 
himself in A-fl eet. But where there’s an 
action there will be an opposite reaction. 
Terry soon was sailing unbelievably back 
in D-fl eet. John Cleave couldn’t make any 
impact as he was between fl eets all day.

The fi nal day was all about Rob Walsh. 
Sailing superbly for most of the week he 
gave himself a real chance of winning, 
but in his fi rst race of the fi nal day he was 
down into B-fl eet. This gave the Croatians 
hope. Rob had to get promoted back 
to A-fl eet to stand a chance to wrap the 
race up. Thank goodness he did. 

In the last A-fl eet race Rob had an 
awful start and was at the back of the 
fl eet. As the race continued he picked 
off each boat, but on the fi nal beat his 
shroud snapped. It was all about just 
fi nishing the race. Sailing across the 
fi nishing line in fourth a cry of sheer 
delight echoed throughout the shore 
as Rob Walsh, a kid from Fleetwood, 
became World (IOM) Champion 2013. 
I was emotional as I texted friends and 
family back in the UK. What a day!!!

The experience of sailing in this 
particular World Championship was 
something never to forget. The people 
you meet, the organisation, were all fi rst 
class and Israel is a country I would 
compete in again. To those who chose 
not to go, you missed a wonderful 
experience.

regular in the British team for International 

some of Israel’s Olympic sailors in the 
last few years.

sailing my own design ‘Shiraz’. Both were 
out to make their own mark in these 
championships.

in the background the opening 
ceremony had an Olympic feel to it, 
as children from the sailing school 
walked on in order, each carrying 
the fl ag of a competing country.  
Different, but a wonderful spectacle 
to experience. After the speeches 
in Hebrew as well as English, the 
serious business of racing was to 
start on the following day.

week’s racing every element of 
each yacht’s performance and 
endurance was tested. The forces 
of nature were all in attendance, 
from light airs to strong winds.  
Coupled with the swell of the 

sea and tide they would test 

Rob Walsh IOM World Champion 2013
Photo: Terry King

� e British team at Sdot. 
Terry King, Graham Bantock, John Taylor, 
Rob Walsh and John Cleave with the fl ag. 
Photo: Terry King Family

Acquaint © MYA Mar 2013 Issue 3


