Congratulations to the Gosport Model
Yacht and Boat Club on its Centenary.
The club has seen model yachting
since the 1890s and originated as a
part of the Gosport Sailing Club which
existed between 1892 and 1937 - the
club as we know it beginning in 1913.
In 1970 the club changed its name to
Gosport Model Yacht and Powerboat
Club to include a powerboat section
featuring steam, internal combustion
and fast powerboats. It was to change
again in 1997 as interest in powerboats
waned and the local authorities
excluded powerboats from its waters.
Today the club is the Gosport Model
Yacht and Boat Club - the word Boat
retained to encourage scale sailing.

Looking back

The club’s sailing facilities originate
with a mill pond coupled to Gods

Port, (later to be called Gosport), in

the reign of Charles Il. 1751 saw it

used as a cockle pond and there were
to be few changes until the 1890s.
After the Great War and as part of the
Unemployment Work Programme, the
pond was renovated specifically for
model yachting. At that time the fleets
consisted of full keeled yachts and
cutters, free sailing with fixed rudders
or elementary settings. It is a sea water
pond filled from Haslar Creek and
today is designated as a Site of Special
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Scientific Interest.

The club prospered
and in the later part of
the 1920s the original
boat house was built by
the members assisted
by carpenters from
Camper & Nicholsons.
In this club house
yachts could be
kept fully rigged and
available for quick
races during an
evening or weekend.

At this time notable
firsts at Gosport
included the first
International regatta
for A Class yachts
(1923) and the first for free sailing
yachts in 1926. In 1948 (Olympic Year)
an All Nations Regatta was held to
which eight countries came from as
far afield as Australia and Canada. The
first Radio A Regatta (formerly the Q
Class) took place in 1950 and two first
world championships were to follow
in 1975, that for Radio Marbleheads
and 10 Raters which attracted 56
RMs and 21 10 Raters and the first RA
Championships in the UK, attracting
some 40 boats in 2005.

The club house today, the Pavilion,
Walpole Park

The club today

The end of the 90s saw the
construction of the Compass Point
Pavilion in Walpole Park and the
occupation of the ground floor,
replacing the original wooden club
house.

Today the club has some 120
members, and is still one of the
primary UK venues on which National
and International regattas are held. It
is home to IOMs, Lasers, Radio As,
Vane As, Vane 36s and frighteningly
fast multihulls, mostly Mini 40s. The
club can rightly claim to have existed
through three centuries, and it retains
a fine feel for the classics of model
yachting.

Iam indebted to Robert Hobbs for permission
to take material from his history of the
Gosport club- A ‘Brief History of Gosport’,

issued in Centenary year. Editor.

The original boat house
Photo: courtesy GMYBC
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