Chairman’s

Message

Acquaint

For many of you this may be the first
time you have seen a copy of The
Acquaint let alone received it through
your door. | hope that you enjoy its
contents and find it an informative
and thought provoking read. You have
received The Acquaint as part of the
MYA’s new membership package

that was voted through at last year’s
AGM and you will receive a further
two copies during the remainder of
2010. In addition, you should have
already received the first of the new
MYA E-News via email which the

MYA Council will circulate to all MYA
members 6 times a year to provide up
to date news, information and notices
of forthcoming events. If you haven’t
received an E-News then you should
get in touch with your club secretary
and make sure that they update their
membership list with your correct email
address before forwarding it to the
MYA so that the main database can be
changed.

Notice of Race and
the Forum

With all the wintery weather at the start
of this year a lot of early sailing has
been lost leaving many people itching
to get back on the water now that the
weather is finally warming up. If you
are a regular visitor to the MYA forum
then you may have noticed that the
‘Events’ category is being used more
and more to post the Notice of Race
for forthcoming events. Anyone can
post information about an event that
their club may be running so if you want
to attract more people to your club
sailing then maybe you should consider
making use of this facility.

If you are looking to attend some of
the bigger MYA events this year then
Graham Allen, the MYA’s new Racing
Secretary, is also starting to post
the Notice of Race and information
for National Championships on the
MYA forum, meaning that more and
more details about events should be
available in plenty of time to allow you
to know exactly what to expect at a

particular event. Coupled with this is
the excellent online entry facility that

is available via the MYA Members’
Area. Many of the host clubs running
the events listed in the MYA’'s 2010
calendar are making use of this and if
your club is hosting an event listed in
the MYA calendar then why not contact
Graham Allen and arrange to receive
your entries online.

Now all MYA

members can
contribute

The introduction of the Members’

Area, its Knowledge Base and the

MYA forum over the last few years,
coupled now with the Acquaint and
E-News being distributed directly to

all members, is all part of the MYA
Council’s ongoing strategy to make
information more readily available and,
above all, improve communication with
its membership. Now that this strategy
is being implemented | am hopeful that
you and other members of the MYA will
be enthused to make contributions to
these publications and online resources
to help further diversify and expand the
knowledge, topics, advice, stories and
experience that exists in abundance
across all the MYA clubs. Please
contact our Editor if you have an article,
letter or idea that could be included in
future publications.

The Minutes of

meetings

Finally | would like to bring to your
attention that the minutes of MYA
Council meetings are now being made
available on the Members’ Area. Over
time we will begin to populate this area
with archive minutes together with
officer reports so that you can keep up
to date with the issues being discussed
by Council or see how your District
Councillor is representing your interests
at a national level.

Volunteers needed
for a busy year

MYA Council is due to have another
busy year preparing for its Centenary
and the IOM Worlds in 2011 along
with continued work to strengthen

its relationship with the classes and
organisations that currently form part
of the Combined Strengths Initiative. If
anyone would like to get involved with
these projects or would like to volunteer
to help out during the IOM Worlds
please let me know.

Peter Stollery

Chairman — Model Yachting Association

Graham Allen,
MYA Racing

Secretary

Graham Allen

Graham has taken over from Nic
Martin who, of course, has our many
thanks for long service. Graham, who
is currently a member of Two Islands
RYC and the Tri-Services RSA, has
raced radio yachts since 2002. Graham
came to radio sailing after many years
of racing in Poole harbour and is
currently also involved with Sailability
in Peterborough. To contact him call
07905208825 or

e-mail: laser173@btinternet.com.
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