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Trade Show
Once again the AGM and Trade Show took place at the 
Rowheath Pavilion, Bournville.  This is an excellent venue 
with adequate parking, tea and coffee freely available and 
lunches to order - no sailing on the lake this year – it was 
being dredged and repaired. There were some 14 exhibitors 
and a head count at around eleven o’clock found over 
a hundred members in the hall. Of course it was a great 
opportunity to see new boats and equipment, but the advice 
given by the experts was equally valuable, drawing knots 
of skippers to listen to advice on tuning both for club days 
and the big occasions. (Not surprising really, at one point 
we counted four world champions in the room, past and 
present.)  If you couldn’t make it this year do be sure to put 
it on your diary for 2014 – there is some talk of extending the 
Show by an hour or so, and there is much to interest the club 
skipper.

Highlights from the AGM 2013
We began with a one minute silence in memory of several 
members who had recently passed away.

After the formal acceptances of the previous minutes 
Chairman Keith Coxon introduced the Offi cer Reports in 
the form of a Power Point presentation with a précis of each 
report for discussion.  The full text of these reports will be 
found on the MYA web site at Members Area / Knowledge 
Base.  Handling the reports in this way was a successful 
innovation with a substantial saving of time for the meeting, 
but room for plenty of discussion from the fl oor. 

� e highlights are 
summarised here:
Chairman
Keith Coxon
Keith continued with his theme of decentralising the work of 
the MYA and doing a good deal more at the grass roots level.  
His main concerns were:

That classes should have a greater say, and to this end 
Class Captains would be appointed for each of the MYA 
recognised classes (‘A’ Boat, 10 Rater, Marblehead, 6 
Metre,36” and IOM.)  The MYA would also embrace new 
classes which wanted to join the MYA, and a memorandum 
has now been written for them to study.  A Development 
Offi cer would be appointed, with a brief to develop the sport 
at the grass roots level. 

He told us that much is being done to revise the web 
site – a lot of which we cannot see yet since the work is on 
the background material at this stage.  The Spring will see 
changes. 

Finally he raised the on-going problem of confl ict at the 
waterside – so often very public and hopes that much can be 
done at club level during 2014 to reduce it. As he said later 
it’s a matter of respecting each other and the volunteers who 
run our events.

Treasurer
David Rose 
Subscription. There will be an increase in subscription 
to £13.00 from 1st January 2014. That is an increase 
of £2.00 and it will be used in several important ways 
including support for grass roots initiatives through the 
new Development Offi cer, renewal of the MYA web site, 
and continuing production of full colour issues of Acquaint.  
David told us that membership stands at around 1770 
members and reminds clubs that membership fees are due 
as at 31st December.

Racing Offi  cer
Graham Allen
Congratulations to 2 world champions.

Graham began with congratulations for our two 
champions – Rob Walsh for his success with the IOMs in 
Israel, and Brad Gibson, winner in the Marbleheads.   He 
told us that the IOM entry form has been revised – you 
can read his report on the web site – and that the on-line 
entry form had also been revised.   The question of running 
major events at new venues was raised, and there were 
concerns about training of race teams.  An initiative is in 
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