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Chairman’s 
message
Hello to all MYA 
Members
This is the fi rst edition of Acquaint 
since I was elected Chairman and 
Charles has asked me to write a 
small biography on myself. Well, born 
in Nottingham 65 years ago, 10lbs 
something in weight....Stop, I’m sure 
that you don’t want my life story! 

I will however give you a fl avour 
of my sailing life which has led me to 
today. My Dad started sailing when 
I was 9 years old having bought a 
Graduate. He had never sailed before 
so he learned most by reading books. 
We joined Beeston Sailing Club based 
on the river Trent in Nottingham. Dad 
soon started racing with my brother 
acting as Crew and he quickly found 
he was quite good at it, winning races 

almost straight away. That was the start 
of a long career in racing dinghies. At 
this time I did not sail but ran the ferry 
boat as the Club was on the opposite 
side of the river from civilisation and 
needed boat transport to get there. So 
at 9/10 years old there I was, peaked 
cap in place, helming a 15ft clinker boat 
with a 3hp British Seagull outboard, 
those were the days!

After a year or two I started to crew 
for Dad and he had moved to National 
12’s, a Proctor Mark 4a. Again success 
was good around the open meeting 
circuit of the midlands. We moved 
onto International 14’s, cold moulded 
ply made by Fairy Marine, beautiful 
wooden boats not like the 14’s of today, 
almost as wide as they are long! Then 
started quite a spell sailing Enterprise 
dinghies and about then I purchased 
my own boat starting to helm. Actually I 
wasn’t much good nearly always being 
beaten by my Dad or brother.

 In my late teens Girlfriend led to 
Wife, Wife led to Children and a career 
became a necessity. By mid 20’s my 
dinghy sailing career was over! I always 
maintained an interest in sailing but I 
was very busy and moved around the 
Country pursuing business success. 
After 30 plus years I retired at 59 and 
thought ‘what the heck’ am I going to 
do now. Remembering a chance view 
of model yachts at Filby Broad some 
years before, I tracked down my local 
club, Two Islands and that was that.

 I have held the jobs of Racing 
Secretary, Secretary and Chairman for 
the Club (as you can see I like to be 
involved) I also am a member at Three 

Rivers RYC and race most Fridays. 
There are always 15 to 20 boats sailing 
on the day. It is great fun.

I’m deeply involved in much that is 
going on.

That leads us pretty much to now 
after a spell of 3 years or so as Publicity 
Offi cer on Council. I have found my fi rst 
6 months as Chairman much busier 
than I expected. As Chairman you really 
are involved in most things going on. It 
has been a steep learning experience 
but so far so good. I have realised that 
I can’t please all the members all the 
time, much as I would like to, but I have 
vowed to try not to get too stressed 
about any disturbances or upsets, 
life is just too short. I can only do my 
best. Progress on the Project Groups 
I mentioned in my fi rst newsletter (See 
MYA web site. Ed.) is good and we are 
on track to present initial proposals to 
the next full Council Meeting. I have 
managed several District visits so far 
with more to come. I have been made 
most welcome and have enjoyed the 
dialogue, making new friends.

To conclude, I was actually writing 
this from Malta where I visited the 
GBR Team racing in the Malta IOM 
Nationals. I tried to persuade them that 
I fl ew out especially to support them 
but they knew I was actually on holiday!

I have a busy year ahead but I hope 
this little narrative has been of some 
interest.

Kind regards
Keith
Chairman MYA

he was quite good at it, winning races 

Keith, complete with peaked cap, moors the 
ferry as Dad comes ashore.

Peter Sutton - Vice Chairman
I fi rst got into model yachting in June 2005 when I joined Norwich Model Boat Club and soon 
ordered an IOM ‘Widget’ kit from David Creed. This was put together and on the water for the 
beginning of 2006.  The new sport immediately ‘took’.  I became treasurer of the Broads RYC in 
September 2007 and then secretary in early 2010 and currently still hold both positions. In early 
2007 I also joined Norwich Model Yacht Club and served as Commodore during 2011 
and 2012. 

There being no MYA vice chairman elected at the 2012 AGM, I volunteered and was later 
co-opted, by Council.  I bring a strong desire to see our wonderful sport fl ourish, building 
on the good work that has been done in the past. I am always interested in the views of 
others and am happy to listen to anything that members have to say. Please don’t hesitate to 
approach me when our paths cross, and you have a point you would like to make.
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