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When I was younger I had naturally 
assumed that the Model Yachting 
Association had always existed. You 
tend to think those kinds of things 
when you’re a child, as if everything 
has always been just as you find it. But, 
of course, that’s never the case and 
everything has to start somewhere and 
in this instance it was at a meeting of 
enthusiasts in a London hotel in 1911. 
Little did they know that they were 
to form an organisation that would 
develop and evolve to help shape 
model yachting, not just in the UK, but 
across the world for the next 100 years. 

I have been involved in 
the sport for more than 
a third of my life!
I have realised that I have been involved 
with the sport and the MYA for more 
than a third of its life, having started by 
pushing Choppas (created for me by my 
father in 1975 – pictured above) across 
lakes from the age of 2. My first ‘proper’ 
race was the 1979 Pugwash trophy 
when I was 6 years old. This was a vane 
36” team race organised and run by 
the late Ian Taylor, a man whose witty 
poems and stories about the model 
yachting community (published in the 
legendary ‘Playboat’) defined better 
than anyone what the MYA is all about. 

Great friendships; 
lifelong acquaintances
The boats, the designs and the rule 
changes are important to the story 
of the MYA, and much of this can be 
read in the pages that follow, but it 
is the people who make the MYA the 
special organisation that it is. Without 
all of those who have been part of the 
MYA over the last 100 years, and there 
must be tens of thousands, the sport 
would not have moved forward to the 
stage that we now take for granted, 
both from an organisational and boat 
development perspective. And through 
all this development and evolution, and 
the comings and goings of people, 
many great friendships, lifelong 
acquaintances and long standing 
associations have been forged that 

have served to strengthened the 
backbone of the sport. 

HRH the Duke  
of Edinburgh
One of the longest standing 
associations with the MYA is HRH the 
Duke of Edinburgh who has now been 
our Patron for 59 years. I am delighted 
that he will be part of our Centenary 
celebrations when he visits the 
forthcoming IOM World Championship 
to meet MYA and West Kirby Sailing 
Club officials and to watch some of the 
racing take place. To have our Patron 
visit during the week of racing is a 
great honour and will make the World 
Championship extra special.

Local racing  
will play an  
important part
And so to the next 100 years. You will 
find many thoughts on how people 
think the sport might develop later 
in this edition but in my mind, two 
things are key to our future. Firstly, 
we must concentrate more on racing 
against members of other local clubs 
in order to swap ideas, face different 
opposition and relish their competition. 
This is fundamental to what the MYA is 
about and is where the ideas and the 
friendships develop that help to make 
the sport what it is. 

We must encourage 
more youngsters into 
the sport
Secondly, we must find a way to 
engage more youngsters in the sport 
as the traditional route into model 
yachting as a ‘mate’ to a skipper at a 
vane race has all but disappeared at 
club level. At a time when petrol costs 
are seriously threatening the way we 
have become used to travelling around 
to different events, it is perhaps time 
that we should be considering giving 
more emphasis back to club and 
district events with less necessity 
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to travel longer distances. This will 
help encourage a greater mix of top 
skippers and newcomers and, with 
those who, perhaps youngsters, will 
aspire to being present more often 
at club level, there should also be a 
greater chance of getting younger 
members involved. Kids always like to 
have a heroes in their chosen sport, 
and why should model yachting be  
any different?

 
A great season  
of sailing in  
Centenary year
I hope that you will enjoy reading this 
Centenary Acquaint and that you 
will proudly display your centenary 
sticker and make good use of your 
new transmitter strap. My thanks must 
go to Charles, your editor, Keith and 
Damian, and all of the contributors who 
have worked incredibly hard to get this 
bumper edition together. I wish you all a 
great season of sailing in our Centenary 
Year and hope to see many of you at 
either the IOM Worlds, the celebratory 
day at the Round Pond in September or 
at our centenary dinner in October.
Peter Stollery
MYA Chairman

Peter Stollery, now Chairman of the MYA,  
at the Marblehead Nationals
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