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The Centenary
IOM Natlonal Championships

The National Championship was held
this year at Eastbourne, because
Gosport at that time, was beset with
weed problems, now happily resolved.
Eastbourne & District Model Yacht
Club stepped in at the last moment and
hosted the event. For those of you who
have not sailed at Eastbourne they have
water which is readily accessible all
the way around, in a parkland setting,
relatively open on three sides, with
some trees to the South. EDMYC has
an excellent club house and the ladies
kindly provided sandwiches and coffee
throughout the event.

The championships, were run over
the three days of the weekend of
August 27th, 28th and 29th.

Intent on the racing. Skippers and observers on

the southern bank of Eastbourne’s water — readily

accessible all around as you can see

69 entries were to complete the
three days of racing and these included
strong contingents from France and
the Netherlands together with skippers
from Italy, Germany and Belgium — and
two from as far away as Malta!

The series was run in five fleets on
the first two days, but the stiff breeze,
which sprang up on the second day,
reduced the fleets a little so that
the final day was run in four heats.
Brad Gibson was to win the event in
fine style closely followed by Oliver
Cohen (France) and Rob Walsh from
Fleetwood. Four points covered the
next three places and were a good

indication of close racing in the
final heats.

The Eastbourne Club also had
a new light hearted award - the
best Trip Whilst Sailing Award - for
which Jo Binks, Chaz Jordan and Liz
Tushingham competed - Ken told us
that the results were close but pride-of-
place went to Liz Tushingham to whom
the award was presented with much
good humour.

Race Officer:
Ken Binks with a first class team.
All photographs: Charles Smith

Martin Roberts (64) leads the fleet out
pursued by Phil Playle (77). Oliver Coben
(100), eventual second place man, is up to
windward at the other end with Trevor Binks

(72) and Josh King (26)

between them
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Brad Gibson with his BritPOP — caught at a relaxed
moment waiting for the next heat
Racing on the third day of the Championship. The
weather has turned a little grey and the breeze is
getting up. Graham Bantock (95) is to windward,
Brad Gibson (42) close behind, Patrice Montero (138)
well placed and a little ahead of Oliver Coben (100)
with Joop de Jong (141) in the foreground. In this heat

our overseas friends were doing well

The first six

results were:

1st Brad Gibson, (18)

2nd Oliver Cohen, France (36)

3rd Robert Walsh (52)

4th Peter Stollery, (61)

5th Graham Bantock, (65)

6th Yannick Rossignol, France, (66)

A full list of results may be found on

the Eastbourne web site at www.

edmyc.org.uk and a detailed report of The Mayor of Eastbourne, Councillor
the event will be found on the MYA Carolyn Heaps presents Brad Gibson
web site. with the winners’ trophy

acquaint




