The Centenary Festival

at The Round Pound

It is 4.30 in the morning and pitch black. We have to be at the MYSA club house

in Kensington Gardens at 6.30. A quick coffee in one hand and a bit of toast in the
other, and off we go. Fortunately Roger is driving. Later, as we run alongside the
Park, the mist is rising.

Graham Frazer, looking remarkably cheerful, greets us at the MYSA and by 7.00
we are formed up into a convoy: 9 cars, two vans and a horse box! A cheerful
young man in a Parks’ lorry leads us down to the Round Pond and we start to

set up. The count is ninety two boats from every generation, but more come as
the day goes on. Later Peter was to count one hundred and twenty, and that
included one small classic which a nice young woman brought by bicycle —
eight miles in her saddle bag!

Here we see just a small selection of the classics on display. Roger Stollery, enjoys a joke with
Robert Hobbs. Roger’s row boards are seen in the foreground and the row of pagodas behind.
Regretfully there are too many classics fo describe individually, but Peter Stollery’s one page
descriptions are to be made up into a publication describing over a hundred of the boats present

Roger organised the boats into five streams starting with those built before 1911
and thus before the MYRA was born, and working progressively in groups to
include the most recent developments in modern technology — many of them
boats with a track record which included National and International winners.
The display was backed by a series of five linked pagodas each with exhibits
ranging from the best of the vintage years to the most advanced of the modern
miniatures, including the carbon fibre Footys. One was devoted to the Derek
Priestly collection of vane gears, and another to the sort of small boats which we
all had as children.

Finally the set up was done and we looked around feeling that the day was well
advanced, only to find that the clock said just 9.30!

The weather held, and so we began a day of talking to visitors as they toured
around the Pond, explaining the reasons why these boats were built to a rule
which had them resemble the ‘big’ classes of their day, and those owed nothing
to their full sized cousins, but were the product of agile minds amongst the model
yachting fraternity.

Skippers and visitors came from all
parts of the country, from the North
East and from the Yorkshire Coast.
Others included overseas visitors
resident here in London, but the pride
of place must go to Charles Harris and
his wife who had travelled here from
Bermuda specifically for the event!

Charles Harris, bis wife Pat and sister
Wendy enjoy the Centenary. Charles is a
member of the Bermuda Model Boat Club and
had travelled to London specifically for the
Festival. He builds model International 14s.

'The busy waterside

The waterside began to be busy. The
internet Course was set up and the
public invited to have a go: many

did and best of all young children
discovered the joys of racing small
boats together.

Classics sailed in the light breeze
recreating the scene as it must have
looked a hundred years ago and | know
of one yacht — a 1730 — which was built
in the late 1800s and had no means of
steering at all — but nevertheless sailed
a beautiful course across the pond.
Her owner clearly knew a thing or two
about sail setting.
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Small is beautiful,
but then so is big

The smallest boat present was a
Balmain Bug owned by Michael
Bencsik . Michael is an Australian
based here in England and has a
collection of classic boats which
include a lost Norman Hadfield boat
which turned up in Belgium.

Here is the smallest boat on exhibition. It is a

Balmain Bug; at 6 inches it is the smallest of
the Balmain classes. Owner Michael Bencsik
tells us that it sails very well. Since it hails
from Sydney that’s no surprise.

A beautiful decorated 30 Rater. This boat belongs to Martin Bandy, no means of steering. However with proper sail setting they will

Editor of the VMYG magazine, Turning Pole.

She came from Barrow where she was raced in the Log Pond (nearer the camera) was to demonstrate later.

The largest boat present was probably the 30 Rater notable for its beautiful
decoration, and was, as one visitor put it, obviously capable of sailing with a
small child on board. The oldest boat present was probably a small yacht of
1879 owned by Anthony Warren. She has been little modified since built and is
remarkable for her tumble home.

Anthony Warren demonstrating what was probably the oldest boat present. Anthony showed
us the winner’s certificates dated 1881 and issued by the Clapham club. She was built a couple
of years earlier but later was a little modified to a yawl rig in order to race at MYSA.

Note the remarkable tumblehome.

How did we steer our boats?

Braine gears and early vane gears were present in abundance and we saw one
or two examples of weighted rudders which were very early. Derek Priestley’s
collection of vane gears carried the vane gear story through several generations
and hopefully will be the subject of a future article in Acquaint. Classic boats in
abundance then, including many ‘A’s, and 6 Metres.

Here are a pair of 1730s, and here are identical twins at 62 inches
overall. Dated to the late 1800s or very early 1900s they have

maintain their heading beautifully, as Peter Schofield’s boat
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Here we have Roger Stollery’s much advanced
A’ Boat - the Clockwork Orange. It was

also remarkable for its wing mast — which
shortly afterwards was banned! Note the
Stollery vane gear with its carbon fin. The M
Bloodaxe (1978) stands immediately behind.
Orange was certainly the ‘in’ colour.

Modern Classics

Modern classics included Roger
Stollery’s Clockwork Orange complete
with its original wing mast — so
successful that the rig was shortly to
be banned.

A number of One Metres were on
display, amongst them a nice 2001
Triple Crown (see below), together
with a range of Marbleheads which
included Roger Stollery’s Pickaxe
and Fred Shepherd’s Reflection, the
latest in Footies, Micro Magics of
course, and RG65s were present
again representing several design
generations.

Marbleheads

on parade

Towards the end of the day
Peter Stollery arranged
all of the Marbleheads
on display into one long
time line. The result
was 15 boats ranging
from Graham Reeves’
Littlejohn Kittiwake of
around 1937 to Peter’s
Prime Number. We have
photographed each of
these boats inidividually
as a permanent archive
of changing designs in
the class.

Looking back

How do we look back on the event?
Certainly it was the largest event of its
kind ever to be held in this country, and
not likely to be repeated for perhaps
another hundred years. It was remarkable
for the range of boats on display and

the opportunity to see at first hand how
designs have changed down the years.
Oddly it taught us some sharp lessons
that design had come full circle — those
fins and bulb keels of the ‘“1730’s built

at the end of the 1800s are now the hall
mark of nearly every racing class. The
Centenary Event was organised by the
Model Yacht Sailing Association — resident
club at the Round Pond - in the person

of Graham Frazer their Commodore, the
Vintage Model Yacht Group — Turning
Pole Editor, Martin Bandy and many
others setting too with a will throughout;
Alistair Roach taking the strain in the early
days and by the MYA, a team included
Roger Stollery who masterminded the
layout of the site, Peter Stollery who was
responsiblefor the production of ‘name
tags’ for something like a hundred boats,
Keith Coxon publicising the event, and
Graham Allen at the waterside.

At the end we returned, once again in
convoy, to the MYSA clubhouse - began
to unpack and the heavens opened! The
only rain we had seen all day! MYSA
treated us to a barbecue, and so ended a
memorable day. A short film of the event
is available on the MYA web site at
www.mya-uk.uk.org

MYSA Commodore Graham Frazer,
rightly happy that the event is going so
well, pauses for a moment to demonstrate a
beautifully made Corby gear.

IOM Triple Crown by Mark Dicks.
Plans are available through the MYA.
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