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Building an ‘A’ Class Yacht to the Highlander design

Ron Pinner took the lines for Highlander from the book 
‘Model Racing Yachts’ by B H Priest and J A Lewis, 
published by Model and Allied Publications in the 1950s.  
The boat is now finished and we will include sailing 
photographs in a future edition of Acquaint. Our thanks go 
to Ron Pinner for this series.

Shows the keel in 
more or less the 
finished form. 
Amendments 
may be 
necessary.

The underdeck of 1mm 
ply and some lime planks 
approximately 1mm thick 
x 6mm wide, glued down 
with a King plank of walnut 
glued down the centre of 
the whole length of the 
hull, and the planks joggled  
into it.

More details of the stern hatch (over the servo 
attached to the rudder) and the King plank terminating 
at the stern with a mahogany capping sealing the ends 
of the hull planking.

The deck completely planked and the openings for the two hatches, 
with an upstand all round, over which the hatches will be fitted.

A cardboard deck on 
my bench, on which 
I worked out the 
individual sheeting for 
both the jib and the 
mainsail. I have now 
fitted the items for 
the sheeting and have 
yet to attach the keel 
to the boat
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The keel made good with filler ready to 

have three brass rods inserted into the 

bottom of it

A Highlander built in wood

In Issue 2, Ron Pinner described how he 

built a wooden Highlander.  In this Issue, he 

describes making and fixing the keel.

The wooden aft end of the keel is fixed to 

the lead by means of stainless steel tongue 

set into a central grove, which then bolts 

through wood and lead.  An aluminium 

plate is screwed onto the bottom of the 

keel, all of which proved to be a most 

satisfactory fixing

The lead blank after removal from the 

mould.  The top side of the lead is flat, the 

lead not having filled the mould.  The 39 

lbs weight was correct, which means the 

full underside had to be shaved off, the 

shaving mixed with glue and then the top 

flat side made up until a uniform shape 

was achieved on both faces

The keel held upright with a wooden rail held in 

place on top, in which holes have already been 

drilled on a pillar drill, to guide the drill accurately 

into the lead.  Three brass rods are fixed into the 

lead, then the complete keel can be fixed to the hull 

by passing the rods through the brass sleeves fitted 

into the hull securing them with nuts
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A Highlander built in wood continued

Shows details of the three brass sleeves 

fixed into the hull and ply stiffeners that 

secure them ensuring no movement of 

the sleeves in any direction

Shows the hull and keel fitted together.  

Note the building board and the shadows 

have not yet been removed

The hull being drilled for the brass sleeves, 

and in photo 6 the three rods are shown in 

the keel and the sleeves in the hull

The deck supporting framework ready 

to receive the ply deck

Shows the ply stiffeners cut out on 

their sidesto save weight, part of the 

framework to support the deck and also 

the positioning of the two sail winches 

(one for each sail)
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