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RYA Dinghy Show
The fi rst weekend in March saw the MYA attending 
the RYA Dinghy Show.

After many years attendance our 
Chairman Peter Stollery handed over 
responsibility for organisation to Keith 
Coxon, Publicity Offi cer. In advance of 
the weekend this entailed much from 
fi lling and ordering of essential items 
such as carpet and electrics from the 
show organisers. The association has 
invested in four new pop up display 
stands and these proved to be ideal for 
the backdrop to our four metre wide 
stand.

Keith along with Roger Stollery and 
a new member from Abersoch RC 
Lasers, Tim Long set up the stand on 
Friday evening so we were ready to go 
when the show opened at 10.00am on 
Saturday morning.

Busy from 
the start

Mike Weston the MYA Exhibitions 
Offi cer arrived bright and early armed 
with table, TV, DVD’s and of course 
Micro Magics. From the fi rst moments 
we were busy. We had six members 
manning the stand and we managed 
many varied enquiries, answering 
questions and telling people more 
about our sport and the boats sailed. 

 “Dad I want one.”
We had all of the most popular boats 
on display including Roger Stollery’s 
vintage Clockwork Orange Vane A 

complete with wing sail. This 
striking boat drew people onto 
the stand. Roger also had 
his latest Marblehead, Crazy 
Tube Free, on display. We 
described this as the ‘Formula 
One’ of model yachting. Interest 
ranged across all types of boat. 
The Micro Magic and Footy’s were of 
particular interest to those thinking of 
starting model yachting. The quarter 
scale Laser was of course instantly 
recognised with shouts from kids of 
“Dad I want one” We also of course had 
a one metre, a beautiful wooden home 
built boat demonstrating both the most 
popular model yacht but also that it can 
be self build. 

Sunday was even busier than 
Saturday and we had seven members 
on the stand thus able to cope with all 
visitors. It really is a good show and the 
audience of dinghy sailors and clubs is 
ideal for the promotion of model yacht 
racing as a legitimate arm of the 
sport of sailing.

A pool for 
next year?
Whilst at the show Keith 
made contact with the new 
RYA Shows Manager, Helen 
Waterhouse. He talked about 
the concept of reintroducing a 
demonstration pool for 2013. This was 
met with good enthusiasm and will be 

worked on over the next six months or 
so. This proved to be an excellent show 
for us and we were very busy over 
both days. It is good to report that we 
recruited at least two new clubs (maybe 
three) which will bring us at least 20 
new members.

That achievement alone made the 
attendance worthwhile.
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News in Brief

Obituary Brian Harris
In October 2011, Solent Radio Controlled Model Yacht Club lost one of their most popular 
and keen sailors, Brian Harris or to give him his full title, Captain Brian Harris from his 
career in the merchant navy. Brian had been a member for the past eleven years during 
which time his competitive sailing had left a lasting impression on his many friends at the 
club. He had also been an active committee member.
Brian and his little dog, Tinker, is sadly missed by us all.
Mike Rostance, Secretary Solent RC MYC
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