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An ‘apprentice’ scheme for 
Race Offi  cials
Because weed can appear at major 
venues, sometimes quite suddenly, 
District and National championships 
may have to be switched from one club 
to another and It can happen at fairly 
short notice. We have no idea what 
the weed problems at various clubs 
will look like in any given year except 
that the problem is becoming more 
widespread and more frequent. 

However, by way of advance 
planning, now seems to be the time to 
try and expand the pool of race offi cials 
who would be able to run or offi ciate at 
major Open meetings to be held in their 
District, and as a result increase the 
number of clubs willing and able to host 
events, particularly in instances where 
the original host club is unable to run 
the event because of weed problems.

Interested skippers (particularly 
at clubs which have not run an Open 
event before) may not have the 
experience or confi dence to assume 
the role of a race offi cial in an Open 
meeting at District or National level. 
At the Met and Southern AGM it 
was suggested that an ‘apprentice’ 
scheme should be set up. 

Under this, offi cials or interested 
skippers from such clubs could ask 
to assist or to understudy at major 
events in the region. Clearly a good 
working knowledge of the racing rules 
is going to be needed for some of the 
jobs, but there is a good deal more in 
the practical sense to running a big 
meeting . Which is where the “hands-
on” training comes in.

Hampton Court 
will be the fi rst to 
have an ‘apprentice’.
The scheme for the Metropolitan & 
Southern District was suggested by 
Peter Popham (District Councillor) and 
Laurie Bower from Hampton Court 
MYC, a club which is prepared to have 
an ‘apprentice’ at major events which 
they host, subject to prior notifi cation 
and agreement. An apprentice 
would learn the job by assisting an 
experienced Principal Race Offi cer, 
and doing other jobs as 

part of the race organising team.
Laurie tells us that, in Hampton 

Court’s view, a District or National 
meeting ideally requires at least fi ve 
offi cials, including the Principal Race 
Offi cer, a race “marshal”, line judges 
at both ends of the course, a score 
keeper and a rescue boat driver/ 
course setter. Newcomers would learn 
how these jobs are done and the sort of 
communication and equipment needed 
to ensure a successful and smooth 
running event. 

Hampton Court MYC are happy to 
take one “apprentice” at each open 
meeting they host this year and the 
sensible approach is to ring Laurie or 
Colin Trower – their numbers are in 
the MYA Handbook - and apply for a 
place. (I can tell you that they are very 
pleasant people and endlessly helpful. 
Ed.) If all goes well the scheme may 
run out across the region. If your club 
can run an apprentice scheme like 
this, then please contact your regional 
Councillor – Peter Popham, in the Met 
& Southern District.

(If the scheme works, it might 
well be rolled out across the 
country. Guildford and � reee 
Rivers have already signed up. 
I have myself understudied at 
a National Championships, 
where I learned about scoring, 
about the ‘ups and downs’ of 
running a heats board, and 
spotted on the line for a more 
senior offi  cial. If acting as PRO 
is some way off  for you, then 
there are a host of other jobs at 
a major event in support of the 
Race Offi  cer - and interesting 
skills to be learned along the 
way. Charles Smith.)

� e IOM Nationals at 
Eastbourne in 2011.  
It takes a big team 
(in their yellow tabards) 
to run a meeting like this.  
Photo: Charles Smith.
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Starts under the watchful eye of the PRO and his line 
judges.  Observers stand ready.  
Photo: Charles Smith.

Highly experienced Race Umpire paired with a non sailing 
skipper at the 2011 IOM World Championships.
Photo: Damian Ackroyd

RYA 
Umpire 
Training
After long discussions the RYA & the 
MYA are teaming up to hold the 1st 
Umpire Training day in the autumn. 
The idea is to devise a course to train 
interested radio skippers or club 
offi cials in “on water umpiring”. More 
details will be available soon via the 
Racing Locker (MYA Web Site).

This is a great development in 
the relationship between the two 
organisations. To register your interest 
email Graham Allen, the MYA Racing 
Offi cer at racing-sec-12@mya-uk.org.uk

Acquaint © MYA Mar 2012 Issue 1


