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The Annual General Meeting 2008

The AGM

The Chris Dicks Award

Trevor Thomas receives the Chris Dicks Award 

from Roger Stollery for his Mistralette design.

Once again the award featured 
designs for a Footy and some 35 
designs were received.  The Chris 
Dicks award was presented to Trevor 
Thomas for Mistralette.  There is a 
more detailed account of the Chris 
Dicks on page 18
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League Tables
Bill Green stood down as collator of 
league results after some 20 years and 
our grateful thanks go to him.
Alan Chidgey, who has been League 
Secretary for about ten years, 
confi rmed that he would be 
agreeable to undertake collating 
the 2009 results.

Henry Farley, who was unable to attend

the AGM, receives the Syan Award from 

Eastern District Councillor Mark Holt at the 

Brentwood Icicle IOM open event

The AGM was held as usual at 
Dickens Heath Community 
Primary School and attracted 
record numbers of skippers and 
their families most of whom 
came before lunch to enjoy the 
Trade Show, to see the entries 
in the MYA Photographic 
competition, to admire the 
work of the entrants for the 
Chris Dicks Award, or to take 
part in the informal Class 
meetings which took place 
throughout the morning. Lunch 
was provided and once again our 
thanks go to Vic Bellerson and 
his team for looking after us.

Remembering
Before the formal meeting began, 
a minute of silence was observed 
in memory of a number of MYA 
members who passed away during 
2008, including Ricky Web, Pat 
Fogarty, Doug Tomlinson, Pat Taylor, 
and Dave McQue.

The full AGM Minutes may be 
found in the Members’ Area of the 
MYA web site at www.mya-uk.org.uk  
but here are a few highlights:

The MYA Web site
A revision of the MYA web site: this 
to be undertaken by Damian Ackroyd  
(and is now well under way Ed.) It 
will increase accessibility at the front 
end, expand the Members Area, 
and create areas in which to record 
the results of National and Ranking 
events.   The site will also include a 
good deal of introductory material 
designed to help newcomers into the 
sport and also a section dealing with 
Frequently Asked Questions which 
will have something for beginners and 
experts alike.

Combined Strengths
The Chairman reported that under 
the Combined Strengths initiative,  
meetings had been held with Class 
Associations which included Fiesta, 
Footy, Bottle Boat, Victoria, Vintage 
Group OM Soling and One Metre 
Class with the object of strengthening 
their relationship with the MYA.  

Representatives of the Fiesta, Footy, 
Laser and Micro Magic Classes were 
on hand to address the meeting and 
were well received.

Award of Trophies
For 2008 the league trophies were 
awarded as follows:

Radio Club Chelmsford
Radio Individual Robert Walsh
Vane Club Bournville
Vane individual Mervyn Cook

The Syan Award
After after very carefully considering 
two proposals for the Syan Award 
2008 - for John Lewis and for Henry 
Farley - it was decided that for this 
year the award would go to Henry 
Farley in recognition of the enormous 
amount of work which he has done 
for the Association.

Above: Mark Dennis reveives the Club League 
Shield on behalf of Chelmsford. 

Left: Mervin Cooke received the Vane 
Individual League 

Below: John Newey receives the Vane Club 
League Shield on behalf of Bournville.
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Sandra Smith receives fi rst prize in the MYA 

Photographic Competition from Peter Stollery.

The competition attracted over 40 
entries and was won by Sandra Smith 
to whom Peter presented an 2.4 GHz 
unit. More details of the photographic 
competition may be found on the 
inside back cover.

Acquaint
There was considerable discussion of 
the role of Acquaint within the MYA 
membership, highlighting two main 
issues. Firstly the matter of replacing 
it with all electronic media - it was 
generally felt that the Magazine was 
well liked in its present format and 
could form a library of ideas, designs 
and so forth, which could be referred 
to readily. A change to all electronic 
format whilst it might come in the 
future, was considered premature.  
Distribution was discussed; the 
magazine is currently circulated to 
members with enhanced membership 
and of course to clubs throughout 
the UK. The membership felt that the 
committee should explore expanding 
the circulation to all members and 
discussions followed concerning a 
change in membership subscription 
levels.  The committee would look  
into the possibility of increased 
circulation for a trial issue during 2009. 
(At a subsequent Council meeting it 
was decided that priority this year had 
instead to be give to publishing the 
new Members’ Handbook which 
has been out of print for nearly two 
years and is an essential recruiting 
tool. Ed.)
 

IOMS at Hampton 

Court. Photo:

Charles Smith.

The MYA Photographic 
Competition

The IOMs need a new 
Class Secretary

As many of you will know 
Richard Rowan has stepped down 
from his post as UK Secretary to 
the IOM Class although happily he 
continues to manage the increasing 
IT needs of the MYA.  We take 
the opportunity to thank Richard 
for all his hard work as IOM 
Secretary during the past fi ve years 
and pass on his (urgent) request to 
fi nd  a successor.  Ideally of course, 
the new Secretary should come 
from within the IOM Class and be 
a member of the racing fraternity.  
The job will suit a skipper who is also 
computer literate, but Richard already 
has all the necessary data bases in 
place and updating from year to year 
is quite straightforward.  The new 
Secretary will work with IOMICA and 
will soon acquire a broad overview 
of the class - an exciting prospect.  
As Richard says the class needs a 
new Secretary now, and if you feel 
that you would like to do the job 
then do please contact Richard at 
07904333430 - he will provide lots of 
helpful coaching! 

St Mary Bourne & 
District Model Yacht Club
Secretary John Geany tells us that 
there is a correction to the MYA 
Yearbook.  St Mary Bourne operates 
from St Mary Bourne Lake (in St 
Mary Bourne) not Beale Park. They 
sail only IOMs, on Sunday mornings 
throughout the year.  Contact John at 
(01264) 365264

Frensham Pond Model 
Yacht Group 10 Raters
At its recent AGM the club adopted 
10 Raters, IOMs and Footys as its 
standard classes, and will also run 
a Handicap fl eet.  This means that 
Frensham is one of the few venues 
where 10 Raters are sailed regularly 
and the class welcomes Marbleheads 
and other craft which rate with 

them. Lasers may be sailed with the 
Handicap fl eet but are not now an 
established class at Frensham. Details 
from Secretary, Pat Cushing at (01420) 
83555

Email Addresses
It has been decided that the
email addresses given for Council 
Members and District offi cers
and others which contain -08 (as
an anti-spam device) will remain 
that way for the time being and not 
change to -09. For example the editor 
of Acquaint may be contacted at 
acquaint-08@mya-uk.org.uk 

Electronic Events news
Richard Rowan tells us that anyone 
who needs add or edit events in
the electronic list, or needs to get
into the on-line entry set-up should 
simply contact him by email
or telephone.

Footy Euro and
National Dates
There are two changes to the
dates published in the MYA Yearbook.  
The Euro Grand Prix for Footys
will take place on 18/19thJuly 2009 
at the Birkenhead Club.  The Footy 
Nationals at Hampton Court will be 
on the 25th July.

Vane A’s at Fleetwood
Derek Priestley writes that the
Vane A National Championships
will be held at Fleetwood from
1st to 7th August – a nice mix of 
racing and social events. More
details from Derek, Rob Walsh
or Peter Whiteside.

News in brief (continued)
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New Met and Southern 
District Councillor

Gordon Edmondson, 

Met & Southerns new DC.  Photo Roger Stollery.

In January of this year Gordon 
Edmondson took over from Peter 
Popham as Met and Southern District 
Councillor.  Peter was in post for 
over fi ve years and we take this 
opportunity to thank him for all his 
hard work during this long period.  
Gordon is himself a keen skipper 
owning and sailing several different 
IOMs, a 10 Rater, and a Marblehead  
-and is likely to add a Footy to 
the fl eet.  He is in the process of 
introducing himself to club secretaries 
in the region where there are some 
twenty fi ve clubs at the moment, 
with more coming on line, and nearly 
six hundred members.  Gordon may 
be contacted by telephone at 01483 
772457 or by email at met-southern-
dc-08@mya-uk.org.uk

George Beacroft 
does the triple
6m Eastern District Championship 
and the 6M 2002 Trophy. Earlier 
in the year George won the 6M 
National Championship making him 
the fi rst person to achieve the triple - 
the Eastern District, the 2002 and the 
National!

Editor and Teapot

Charles Smith. Editor Acquaint receives the 

Travellers Teapot from Gary Sanderson.

Photo: Roger Stollery.

The Travellers Teapot is awarded to 
the Footy skipper travelling to most 
events each year. The 2008 season 
was won by Charles Smith who 
was presented with the Teapot by 
previous winner Gary Sanderson at 
the Fred’s Toephy event on February 
28th.  The teapot (which is actually a 
copper kettle) is a charming trophy 
and should encourage others to join 
the very friendly travellers’ circuit 
during 2009.

British Model Multihull 
Association 2009 
This year we have arranged 6 
meetings. Traditionally we will be 
making use of the excellent facilities at 
Gosport for the beginning and end of 
season meetings which is useful if the 
weather is less than ideal.

The format of the meetings 
includes a mix of racing, boat tuning 
and trimming, and opportunities for 
guests and visitors to have a go. We 
also hope to continue trying out 
other events such as speed trials, 
where facilities and conditions permit. 
We will continue to concentrate on 
the Mini40 class but we welcome all 
sailing multihulls.
Further details available from 
Robbie Nevitt on 01963 370058
Gosport Saturday 21st March
Yeovil Sunday 26th April
Cotswold Sunday 14th June
Woking Sunday 12th July
Hampton Court Saturday 15th Aug
Gosport Saturday 17th Oct

News in brief (continued)

Sandra Smith wins the 
MYA Photographic 
Competition

Between thirty and forty 
photographs were received 
for the competition included 
twelve from junior members.  
Subjects ranged from close up 
racing action shots to moody 
waterscapes  and all were of a 
high standard. 

The entries were judged on the 
morning of the AGM by a panel 
consisting of Nicola Pearson (MYA 
publicity),  Damian Ackroyd (MYA 
website) and Charles Smith (Editor of 
Acquaint). President Derek Priestley 
was asked to review the decisions of 
the panel before the winners were 
announced. It was no easy task! 

A close fi nish 
In the end, and by a few points, 
the fi rst place for a close up IOM 
at Manor Park, was awarded to 
Sandra Smith whose entries were 
consistently of the highest quality.  
Darin Ballington took second place 
with a “Tweaking” and third place 
went to R Randell for his photograph 
of A Class Boats at Rotherham.  John 
Meredith submitted an evocative 
picture of a scale model galleon 
fi ring off its guns which was Highly 
Commended.  

The junior entry 
Hayley Vice for a picture of 
her brother totally absorbed in 
preparations for a race.  

Sandra was presented with an 
2,4 GHz unit by the Chairman, and a 
Footy complete with radio gear and 
built by Roger Stollery was presented 
to Hayley Vice.  We thank all the 
competitors in this highly successful 
competition which will be run again 
during 2009 – details on the inside 
back cover.

The winning pictures can be seen 
on the front and back covers.
Charles Smith


