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Congratulations to the 
MYA on their Centenary
IRSA MYA  
update and general 
press release  
March 2011
On behalf of the permanent 
committee and the DM’s we would 
like to congratulate the UK DM the 
Model Yachting Association who are 
celebrating their centenary this year. 
This is quite an achievement, as well 
as being the first model yachting 
association to reach this goal, and 
with such a diversity of radio sailing 
within the UK they are well set for the 
next 100 years. I wonder how many 
of the existing DM’s will achieve this 
remarkable event.

Israel and 
Czechoslovakia
Just recently IRSA have been 
approached by Israel and 
Czechoslovakia regarding joining the 
IRSA family, there have also been 
tentative enquiries from the RC Laser 
Class about the possibilities of their 
affiliation. These enquiries have been 
specific but the committee have been 
fielding general queries from other 
classes and associations. Therefore 
we are assured that radio sailors 
around the world have taken to the 
organisation and lead given by IRSA for 
our sport.

Rule change 
proposals
Our committees have been working 
on a number of rule change proposals 
and interpretations concerning the 
IOM, Marblehead and 10 Rater 
classes. The Marblehead skippers 
throughout Europe have strengthened 
the European Grand Prix by linking 
it with the UK MYA RM National 
Championships.

IRSA have been formally invited 
by ISAF to be included as part of the 
working party on changes to appendix 
E of the Rules of Sailing, this is the first 
time that radio skippers will have had 
a chance to input their ideas, without 
going via a MNA, on this section of 
the Rules which specifically applies to 
radio sailing. We are in the process of 
convening our next general meeting 
and would welcome any input from 
DM’s so that we can involve them 
early on in any discussions. We have 
reviewed our Constitution and after 
final scrutiny this will be submitted to 
ISAF for ratification and at the same 
time we hope to introduce the new 
IRSA logo. 

Tight sheets and full sails to you 
all, especially to those sailing in the 
IOM Worlds at West Kirby in May this 
year and all going well, a Marblehead 
Worlds in France in 2012.
Robert Hobbs 
Publicity Officer, IRSA

Our Centenary 
Year Celebrations 
gather pace
Now that we are well into the 
Centenary Year and the summer racing 
programme has begun, the events 
celebrating our 100 years have started 
to gather pace.

The new look web site is up and 
running displaying the Centenary logo. 
Various Press Releases have been 
sent to the yachting press promoting 
our Centenary and our President, 
Derek Priestley, has been featured 
on the Radio 2 Drivetime programme 
promoting our sport

The new MYA clothing option is 
available to all members with a free logo 
and 10% discount.

This edition of Acquaint includes free 
mementos of our 100 years for all MYA 
members, a transmitter lanyard, car 
sticker and a boat pot lid sticker. I hope 
you are all able to make use of them.

The IOM Worlds gets ever closer with 
a number of celebration events taking 
place during the week. The news that 
our Patron Prince Philip will attend is a 
great honour for our Association.

June sees a couple of special 
events. June 11th, a Centenary Event 
at Chelmsford and June 25th and 26th, 
a Centenary Event at Bournville. Try to 
go along to support these events if you 
can.

Fleetwood are running a Vane A and 
RA Festival from July 31st to August 
7th, incorporating the Vane A and RA 
Nationals. This is a ‘must see’ event to 
watch these great yachts competing in 
both forms of racing

On Sunday September 18th the MYA, 
the Vintage Model Yacht Group and 
the MYSA are running a ‘Grand Festival 
of Sail’ featuring yachts through the 
Century. This will be held at the Round 
Pond, Kensington. This really will be a 
one off opportunity to see such a wide 
range of yachts from the last 100 years 

Finally in October the MYA are 
planning a Centenary Celebration 
Day to be held at Wyboston Lakes in 
Bedfordshire. All past and present MYA 
Officers plus representatives from all 
MYA clubs will receive an invitation 
to this fun day. A trade show will be 
available and some special racing 
will take place on the lake before a 
celebration luncheon.

There is much to look forward to. 
Enjoy this special year. 
Keith Coxon, MYA Publicity Officer
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