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The 2010 10 Rater National 
Championships were hosted by the 
MYSA at the Round Pond in Kensington 
Gardens – an event which attracted a 
considerable crowd particularly on the 
Sunday. It was a two day event; the 
weather on Saturday had been mixed 
but generally provided good sailing 
conditions. On Sunday the sun came 
out and the wind fell somewhat and 
shifted a good deal, providing Race 
Offi cer Lester Gilbert with several 
problems – at one point he told us that 
the direction was swinging through 
forty degrees. By the end of the day 
it was very light indeed. The round 
pond is an attractive venue although 
competitors had to be a little careful 
of the sloping edge and the club had 
cordoned off stretches of the walkway 
to provide a control area.

The Championship attracted 
eighteen competitors with, as usual 
a strong contingent from France. 
The racing was held as two fl eets, 
promoting six after each event and 
Lester Gilbert was able to call on a 
full team of observers for each race 
whilst Lorna Bantock looked after the 
complex scoring arrangements. Lester 
was often to be seen on the water 
moving marks as the wind shifted 
yet again.

As it turned out this was to be 
the year of the French, with Patrice 
Montero of the S.N Bandol sailing 
consistently well to take fi rst place by 
six points from Graham Bantock, to 
be followed by another French skipper 
Yannick Rossignol into third place. 

The fi rst three boats were all Bantock 
designs – Prizm and Diamond - they 
were followed into fourth place by Peter 
Wiles sailing his own design, Tension. 

After the racing prizes were 
presented at The MYSA clubhouse 
and the competitors invited to attend 
the next Nationals to be held here in 
2011 for which details can be had from 
Graham Frazer of the the MYSA.

Results after 12 races: 1st Patrice 
Montero (21) 2nd Graham Bantock (27) 
3rd Yannick Rossignol (40) and 4th 
Peter Wiles (43.5)

Caption reads: RC Lasers underway in diffi  cult shifting 
conditions.  Photo Dave Fowler.

overall and fi ve seconds in a very consistent performance. 
Ken Binks was to follow with another consistent performance 
which included fi ve fi rsts, to be followed into third place by 
Trevor Binks with Buzz Coleman only one point behind, and 
Dave Fowler only a further three points adrift – tight racing 
indeed!

Eastbourne ran an excellent series and the prizes were 
presented by Eastbourne’s Deputy Mayor. Complete details of 
the event and a series of photographs by Dave Fowler may be 
found through the RC Laser web site at www.rclaser.org.uk

Patrice Montero Receives the cup 
from MYSA Secretary Graham Frazer. 
Photo: Charles Smith

Patrice Montero leads in 
very light airs. Photo: Charles Smith
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