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I have been contacted on 10 October 2023 by Jorn HOELSAETHER, competitor on 2023 IOM 

European Championship (IOM ICA VC Measurement) regarding the rules compliance of “new kicking 

straps” on boats CRO 30 and CRO 35. I assume that both boats have same or very similar items. 

 

 

Relevant IOM Class Rules are as follows: 

 

 

 



2 
 

 

 



3 
 

 

 

 

 

 



4 
 

My commercial interest is production of rudders for SAILBOAT RC. I have been also involved in hull 

design of the two prototype boats CRO 30 and CRO 35.  

I have not been involved in any capacity in development and production of the rigs including kicking 

straps in question. 

 

My views as IOM ICA VC Technical are as follows: 

a) Kicking straps are listed as mandatory parts of running rigging -> IOM Class Rule 

F.6.2.(a)(2). (ERS defined item in bold) 

b) According to ERS F.1.6 and F.1.7, running rigging has to be capable to working in tension 

only. 

c) Kicking straps used on boats in questions are capable to working in tension only. Note that 

this has to be applied to the kicking strap as whole piece of equipment, not to part of it! 

d) Material of the running rigging is unrestricted (IOM Class Rule F.6.1) so kicking straps in 

question are satisfying this Class Rule. 

e) Kicking straps in questions are clearly used for controlling the mansail boom angle (vertical 

plane) and I don’t see any other function of them, so their function is limited to what is 

normally provided by items of their type i.e. kicking straps. (IOM Class Rule F.2.3) 

f) Shape and/or cross section and/or any other dimension(s) of kicking strap are not defined in 

the IOM Class Rules.   

g) Sides of kicking straps are flat and total lateral area of the kicking strap is not capable of 

producing significant lift and propulsion power. 

Based on all above my opinion is that kicking straps in question are valid according to the current 

edition of the IOM Class Rules 2022. 

For the benefit of the IOM Class, I will strongly recommend to the IOM ICA Technical Subcommittee 

and IOM ICA Exec class rule amendment which will limit/declare dimension of the kicking strap. 

Technically sound wording to be carefully drafted in the future. 

 

Robert Grubiša, IOM ICA VC Chairman, 

10 October 2023 

 

 

 


